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uch has been said this week about 
the demise of Australia and the 
World Cup campaign, 

Everyone from David Hill, Terry 
Venables and the players, through to Uncle 
Tom Cobbly and his dog, has been blamed 
for Australia’s non-appearance in the Finals 
next June. 

Why? 

The basic problem lies in the system and 
structure of the game in this country, not 
with individuals, no matter how it may 
seem. 

Sure, not everyone is happy with the 
David Hill style in heading up Soccer 
Australia, but the profile of the game has 
certainly lifted since his arrival. 

Personally, | am not a fan of his abrasive 
‘as soon as one problem is solved or 
conceded, let’s have a go at something else’ 
approach, 

However, don’t be naive enough to think 
that soccer would have continued along its 
merry way with someone else at the helm, it 
would not have! 

Love him or hate him, you can’t ignore 
him and for all the bad publicity that has 
been attributed to him - logo debates, court 
injunctions against clubs ete - there have 
been a lot of positives (Perth Glory being 
just one of a number). 

Lay blame where it lies, the system and 
not the person. 

This publication will continue to ask the 
appropriate questions and, to this end, over 
the next couple of weeks we'll be looking at 
not just what the fans have to say, but also 
the players, coaches and officials within the 
sport, 

Remember, the supporters hold the 


biggest sway in any country, or sport, and 
will yote with their feet and hard earned 
monies. 

You have the platform, which train will 
you take? 


wee 


Norman Whiteside recently completed his 
tour of after dinner speaking in Australia. 

Before leaving for England, he made a 
brief visit to ‘Soccer Stop’ and later spoke to 
ABSW about his future plans, over a superb 
meal at ‘La Galleria’ in Norton Street, where 
we were extremely well looked after. 

Although not having ruled out a move 
into the managerial ranks at some stage in 
the future, he is more interested in podiatry 
at present (most of us, have a full 
complement of feet after all), as well as the 
progression of youngsters in the game. 

He works for many football clubs in the 
UK and attends various training sessions, 
where he looks at the way players run, stand, 
walk etc, and charts how they may be aided. 

Many clubs have the foresight to do this, 
it’s called ‘professionalism’, and is 
something that may be some way off in 
Australia. 

It comes back to the original argument 
that the entire structure of the sport must be 
looked at here. 

Perth Glory can be held up as a shining 
example, but that is not to say their methods 
would work outside of Western Australia. 
‘The only way to find out would be through 
“trial and error’, once more. 

It’s a vicious circle alright, but it needs to 
be broken ... and soon! 
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Schedule for the 
1998 World 
Cup Finals 

The 'Full Monty' 


Wednesday, June 10 Sunday, June 28 
Opening match (Lens) 
Brazil v Scotland 1C- 2D: Winner 3 

Morocco v Norway (Stade de France) 
1D - 2C: Winner 4 
Thursday, June 11 
Cameroon v Austria Monday, June 29 
Ttaly v Chile (Toulouse) 
JE - 2F; Winner 5 
Friday, June 12 (Montpellier) 
Saudi Arabia v Denmark 1F - 2E: Winner 6 
France v South Africa 
Paraguay v Bulgaria Tuesday, June 30 
(Bordeaux) 
Saturday, June 13 1G - 2H: Winner 7 
Holland v Belgium (Saint Etienne) 
‘South Korea vy Mexico 1H- 2G: Winner 8 
Spain v Nigeria 
kek 
Sunday, June 14 
‘Yugoslavia v Iran REST DAYS 


Jamaica y Croatia 
Argentina vy Japan 


July 1 and July 2 


kkk 
Monday, June 15 
Germany v USA QUARTERFINALS 
Romania v Colombia Friday, July 3 
England v Tunisia (Stade de France) 
Winner 2 - Winner 3: 
Tuesday, June 16 Qualifier B 
Scotland v Norway (Nantes) 
Brazil y Morocco Winner 1 - Winner 4: 
Qualifier A 


Wednesday, June 17 


Chile vy Austria Saturday, July 4 
Ttaly v Cameroon (Lyon) 
Winner 6 - Winner 7; 
Thursday, June 18 Qualifier D 
France v Saudi Arabia (Marseille) 
South Africa v Denmark Winner 5 - Winner 8: 
Qualifier C 
Friday, June 19 
Nigeria v Bulgaria kk 
Spain v Paraguay 
REST DAYS 
Saturday, June 20 July 5 and July 6 
Holland v South Korea 
Belgium v Mexico kek 
Japan v Croatia 
SEMIFINALS 
Sunday, June 21 Tuesday, July 7 
Argentina v Jamaica (Marseille) 
Germany v Yugoslavia Qualifier A - Qualifier C 
USA v Iran 
Wednesday, July 8 
Monday, June 22 (Stade de France) 
Colombia v Tunisia Qualifier B - Qualifier D 
Romania v England 
kak 
Tuesday, June 23 
Scotland vy Morocco REST DAYS 
Brazil v Norway July 9 and July 10 
Ttaly v Austria 
Chile v Cameroon Ka 
Wednesday, June 24 THIRD PLACE 
Spain v Bulgaria PLAY-OFF 
Nigeria y Paraguay Saturday, July 11 
France v Denmark (Pare des Princes) 
South Africa v Saudi Loser of A-C - Loser of B- 
Arabia D 
Thursday, June 25 kkk 
Belgium y South Korea 
Holland v Mexico FINAL 
Germany v Iran Sunday, July 12 
USA v Yugoslavia (Stade de France) 
Winner of A-C - Winner 
Friday, June 26 of B-D 
Romania v Tunisia 
Colombia v England 
Japan v Jamaica 
Argentina v Croatia 
eke 
SECOND ROUND 
Saturday, June 27 
(Parc des Princes) 
1A - 2B: Winner I 
(Marseille) 
IB - 2A: Winner 2 
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MOOREBANK 


SPORTS CLUB LTD 
Men: DIVISION 1 SOCCER 


Players required for 
1st Grade, U/21 and U/15 Trials 
every Tue and Thurs nights 
7.00pm 
at Hammondville Park. Heatcote 
Road, Moorebank. 


Contacts: Arthur Sullivan 

9825 2397 (an) 9648 5007 

Alfredo Barious (coach) 
9605 1503 


Women: STATE LEAGUE DIV 1 
1ST GRADE and 2ND GRADE 


Contact: Frank Griffen 
9602 1792 


HURSTVILLE 
CITY 
MINOTAURS SC 


1997 1ST DIV PREMIERS 


Pre-Season Training and 
Trials for 1998 season 
1st Grade, U/21 & U/18 


Every Wed & Fri until Xmas. 
Venue: Beverly Hills Park, 
Vanessa Street, Beverly Hills 
Time: 6.30 - 8.30pm 


For further information contact: 


Peter Sarikakis (Head Coach) 


Geroucme. 


Goalkeeper School 


Goalkeepers mark in your calendar. 
Geronimo is organising specialised 
goalkeeping camps starting: 
Monday January 5 - Friday January 9, 
1998 
9.00am to 11.00am 
Venue: Rydalmere Park, Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere. 

Beginners or Advanced 9-16 years old 
everyone gets FREE 'REAL' Ball, 
Geronimo sun cap, polo shirt plus soft 
drink (each day) 

Cost: $95 per course 
Proudly sponsored by: 

Real, Nautilus Security & Investigators, 
Kick-A-Goal 2000. 

Further further information contact: 
Bruno Jasiczek: (02) 6938 3036 
Gladesville/Hornsby Super Youth League 
9.00am-1.30pm 
or write to: 

28/127 Park Road, Rydalmere 2116 


elangor Crush 
Perlis In Cup Semi 


elangor, the giants of 

Malaysian soccer, last 

‘Saturday night defeat- 
ed Perlis in the first leg of 
the prestigious Malaysian 
Cup 2-0, at the mega Shah- 
Alam Stadium before a 
healthy crowd of 63,500, 

The crowd, in fact, could 
have been much greater had it 
not been for the live telecast 
from England of the Liverpool 
y Man Utd battle, 

Selangor, which is cap- 
tained by Australian Mehmet 
Durakovic, have won the rich 
Malaysian Cup 27 times, 
including the last two years. 

The unyielding Australian 
skipper urgently wants to 
complete his hat-trick of 
Malaysian Cup victories, in as 
many years, since joining 
Selangor from South 
Melbourne three years ago. 

The ‘Red Giants’ steam- 
rolled the vastly improved 
Perlis in the first session 
where Selangor had too much 
power, mobility and were tac- 
tically superior, 

In fact, had it not been for 
some poor finishing in front 
of goal, plus the fact that lady 
luck was not with them, 
Selangor could have gone into 
the break leading by a six or 
seven goals instead of being 
held scoreless. 

Selangor coach, 
Englishman Steve Wicks, a 
former Chelsea defender, 
since taking over the side at 
the beginning of the season, 
injected no less than seven 
youngsters into his first grade 
squad. 

Such a massive change to 
the team has now started to 
yield dividends for this tradi- 
tionally powerful club. 

The younger players blend- 
ed well and have given 
Selangor a hungrier and more 
mobile flavour that threatens 
to destroy all before them. 

The huge stadium erupted 
into wild, delirious frenzy five 
minutes after the break when 
a cross from the left, fired in 
by midfielder Aizal, was bril- 
liantly headed in by the 27- 
year old former Arsenal strik- 
er, Chris Kiwomya. 

A sea of ‘red and gold” 
waving banners floodéd the 
entire stadium as the fans cel- 
ebrated the goal. 

But a minute later, at the 
other end, disaster almost 
struck the home side, Perlis 
quickly broke away and 
almost scored as a rocketing 
low drive, fired in from the 
tight, shaved the base of the 

st. 

Perlis, fielding their three 
foreign star imports, Nigerian 
World Cup sweeper Keshi, 
Liberia's Alexander Freeman 


and Belgian striker Olivera, 
were paralysed by the hungri- 
er Selangor team, 

Durakovic, as he has done 
many times for Australia in 
tracking back on lethal 
marksmen, snuffed Freeman 
right out of this match. 

Selangor were thirsting 
for blood and in the 67th 
minute they hit the target 
again. And what a goal it 
was - ‘Van Basten’ style in 
fact! 

Racing down the right 
touchline, Selangor’s right 
midfielder, Asmawi, 
smashed a vicious drive that 
flashed into the top left hand 
comer to yet again ignite the 
entire Shah-Alam Stadium, 

Easily, ‘Man of the 
Match’ was Selangor’s mag- 
nificent 35-year old sweep- 
er, Zainai Abidin Hassan, 
who has been capped an 
incredible 180 times for 
Malaysia! 

Hassan’s powerful legs 
powered his ageing body to 
give an excellent display of 
tight defending, as well he 
was able to contribute com- 
ing forward to instigate raids 
and stiffen Selangor’s 
attack, 

After the match the jubi- 
lant Selangor coach, Steve 
Wicks, stated to ABSW: “I 
felt sorry for the boys at 
half-time as their expecta- 
tions were so high. They 
went out and just played 
some great sweeping moves, 

“Mistakes were made and 
we gave possession away. I 
was very proud of the boys 
who put their heart on their 
sleeves and showed great 
courage to keep going in the 
second half,” 


Q00 


1997 


Jose Iriarte, former 
Adelaide Sharks striker, will 
not continue next season for 
Negeri Sembilan. In fact, the 
slender striker is expected to 
almost immediately be return- 
ing to Australia. 

‘The gifted South American 
goal ace wants to return 
quickly to Australia, where 
the Federal Government has 
promised to grant him perma- 
nent residency status. 

Another Aussie, Tristram 
Morgan, is also expected to be 
released by Negeri Sembilan 
soon, 


90a 


The coaching position at 
Negeri Sembilan is up for 
grabs and already two candi- 
dates have expressed their 
interest in taking up the vacant 
position. 

Kew Worden, from the 
Melbourne Knights, has 
expressed his desire to come 
back to Malaysia, having been 
with Selangor before. 

Former Australia coach 
(1966), Dr Josef Venglos, is 
expected to apply for this 
position also. 

He coached in Sydney in 
the 60s but returned to his 
native Czechoslovakia to take 
up the position of national 
coach there. 

The highly respected 
Venglos led the tiny Czech 
nation to winning the 
European Championship in 
1976. 

Venglos had a less than 
successful one year stint with 
Aston Villa a few years back. 


900 


Former Arsenal striker, 


BEACH 
SOCCE 


Series 


Saturday December 13th 
Manly Beach Tournament 


Sunday December 14th 
Brighton-Le-Sands FINALS 


Soccer like you’ve never seen it!!! 


for a “foreigner’), honour as 
being named captain of the 
“Red Giants’. 

He is also Selangor’s sec- 
ond top scorer, a great feat 
considering Durakovic plays 
as a ‘screener’ at Selangor. In 
previous years, the club won 
the most prestigious trophy, 
the Malaysian Cup, no less 
than 27 times, including the 


Each club has a strong sup- 
port base of fans that is 
housed in a properly designed 
soccer stadium, 

Media coverage, daily, is 
almost at saturation levels. 

Television action adverts 
are placed every week. 


Last Saturday night; 63,000 
turned up at the Shah-Alam 
Stadium to watch Selangor 
clash with Perlis in the Semi- 
Final of the prestigious 
Malaysian Cup. 

And that was just for a 
Semi-Final! 


Chris Kiwomya, 27, has easily 
slotted into the Selangor side 
after coach, Steve Wicks was 
able to successfully snare the 
striker to play in Malaysia. 

He is one of the most 
mobile and exciting players in 
the Malaysian National Soccer 
League. 

The club's huge following 
rise to their feet with expecta- 
tion every time the panther- 
like Kiwomya latches onto the 
ball. 

After Selangor sold Tony 
Cottee back to England, coach 
Wicks offered the former 
Ipswich and Arsenal man’s 
club an attractive loan fee for 
the player's release. 


000 


Mehmet Durakovic, the 
former Socceroo is a high pro- 
file player right across 
Malaysia. 

Not only has he been an 
automatic selection in the first 
team since joining Selangor 
from South Melbourne three 
years ago, Durakovic this sea- 
son has the distinct, (very rare 


CLUB 
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last two years. 

Durakovic has played in 
the last two finals and now 
wants to complete the hat- 
trick of national cups. 


a00 


Terry Venables, Australia's 
World Cup coach, was expect- 
ed last night, (Monday), to be 
named as the new manager at 
Ibrox, in charge of Glasgow 
Rangers for next season. 

At the same time, strong 
efforts late last week were 
also being made by Nigerian 
officials to snare him as their 
national coach for the World 
Cup Finals in France. 


900 


Malaysian Soccer has 
everything going for it that 
would make every Australian 
fan most envious. 

The national league has a 
powerful sponsorship from a 
cigarette company for the next 
five years, worth some 175 
million (in Malaysian curren- 
cy). 


MARCONI v BRISBANE STRIKERS 
MARCONI STADIUM 


THIS SATURDAY NIGHT 
KICK-OFF 7.00PM 
EARLY GAME 5.00PM 


Brad Maloney 


The product is technically A capacity crowd of 84,000 
good and certainly very enter- is expected for the Cup Final, 
taining. played on December 20. 

No wonder the crowds turn 
up in large numbers. aaa 


ROCKDALE CITY 


SUNS SOCCER CLUB 
TRIALS: SEASON 1998 
NEW PLAYERS WELCOME FOR: 


FIRST GRADE, 
U21S AND U/18S 


EVERY TUESDAY AND THURSDAY 6PM 
SATURDAY 4PM 
ALL THROUGH DECEMBER 


VENUE: ROCKDALE ILINDEN SPORTS CTR 
(ENTRANCE OPP SPRING & TERRY STS) 


FURTHER INFO CONTACT: 
CLUB SEC: MENDO CKLAMOVSKI 
ON 9822 6594 OR 041 928 7907 
FIRST GRADE COACH 
BILL PILOVSKI ON 9567 6108 
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CHANGES? WHAT CHANG 


BY STUART JONES 


you for five changes 

needed today to improve 
soccer in this country, what 
would they be? 

Here are some responses 
from those involved in the 
game, but George Negus may 
be right - it is all about the 
public, so what do you think 
of the below, what is impor- 
tant to you. As you can see 
there is no right answer, opin- 
ions below differ greatly. 
However, there are some sug- 
gestions that Soccer Australia 
may want to take on (perhaps 
to claim as their own ideas in 
the future?), whoever is in 
charge at SA, 


[: Soccer Australia asked 


Branko Culina (Coach) 

1. Need four years to pre- 
pare the Socceroos, do not put 
the team into moth balls. 

2, Use youngsters now, 
Blood the future alongside the 
current experienced players in 
the Socceroos. 

3. Develop a strong youth 
system, Results at the Olyroo 
level are now vital. 

4, Focus on skills when the 
kids are 7 and 8 year old, 

5, Asian focused, including 
a UEFA type cup, This brings 
commercial benefits, TV cov- 
erage. The ‘poor’ follow sport, 
it is their satisfaction, Asia 
has so many poor people, Asia 
are afraid of us being better 
than them. 


Manfred Schaefer 
(former Socceroo) 

1, Don't rush, no rash state- 
ments, don’t rush into choos- 
ing a national coach. 

2: Complete the 
Confederation Cup and then 
sit back and review. 

3. Use the positives out of 
the MCG, it shows how big 
the game can be. 

4, Need for a focus on the 
NSL as a breeding ground for 
great players. 

5. Elected powers are there, 
it is up to them to stick to their 
guns. 


Nick 
Theodorakopoulos 
(Coach) 

1. Try and keep Venables. 
Find a sponsor for him. Sign 
him two years part-time and 
then send our coaches over- 
seas to be next to him in his 
other jobs. Let them pick up 
their FA coaching badges 
there, 

2. Have players coming 
back from Europe that one 
year earlier, It makes the NSL 
richer, this helps keep the 
players in the Australian 
game. This then means the 
Socceroos can stay together as 

a unit. You still lose your top 
players but many who are 
overseas now will stay. 

3. Commercial TV. 

4. Continue de-ethnicising 
the game. 

5, David Hill should stay 
because of his contacts 
throughout Australia, and his 
flamboyant attitude, saying 
what he thinks, 


Michael Komadina 
(Media) 

1, Look into the administra- 
tion of the game, restructure 


it. 
2, Let the public know the 
direction of Soccer Australia. 


‘Ase they going to stop encour- 
aging players to go overseas? 
Are they going to have a full- 
time coach for the Socceroos, 
based in Australia? 

3. There should not be the 
pressure put on the races, or 
the supporters of the club. 
Accept them all as 
Australians. 

4. Play more games before 
the season. Build into the 
League with a big Cup played 
in big venues. 

5. Try to, assist the clubs in 
promoting the game, 


Peter Hensman 
(Promoter) 

1. Look at the big picture, 
No politics between State and 
Federal organisations. 
Encourage the youngsters to 
stay in the game. 

2, Copy Perth Glory, or 
even a Newcastle KB - who 
had big money, commercial 
TV coverage, the players were 
well known, until KB dropped 
their sponsorship. 

3. Major Sponsorship. 

4. Have top international 
sides playing the Socceroos. 

5. NSL to be involved in 
Asian Cup championship. 
‘Champion of Champions.’ 


Adrian Santrac 
(Coach) 

1, Youth Development 
Policy. The “winning trophies 
is more important than skills” 
attitude has got to go. 

2. Increase remuneration 
for players, or make the 
League more professional. 
Lure overseas will always be 


great. 

3. Work off the back of the 
Socceroos, have them play 
more in tournaments like the 
Kerin Cup, Plus get behind the 
Olyroos. 

4. NSL - the game has 
become a much younger com- 
petition, we need quality over- 
seas players to come in. NSL 
needs an overhaul. 

5. Make all Australians 
welcome. Change the old per- 
ceptions of Aussie football in 
the general community. 
Support made up of everyone 
from ALL backgrounds, use 
the nationalistic pride built up 
by the national team, 


Dave Barrett (Player) 

1. Major Sponsorship 
(Packer / Murdoch). 

2. Commercial TV. 

3. Full-time professional- 
ism. 

4. Restructure the market- 
ing arm of the game. Bring in 
an outside organisation. 
Revert to a 12 team NSL with 
an Asian Super-Cup. 

5. A quality tournament for 
the Socceroos every year in 
Australia, Quality opponents. 


Brian Hastings 
(Chairperson) 

1, Need more clubs inde- 
pendent of the old days. Eg. 
Perth Glory - still a lot more 
work to be done. The audience 
continue to be male dominated 
rather than family oriented. 
Traditional clubs will find the 
path towards the likes of St 
George. Market to kids who 
play soccer and their families. 

2. More privately owned 
clubs with capital for a three 
year plan. 

3. Capital to be injected 


into a marketing arm at 
League level. SA stay in 
charge of this as otherwise 
clubs will only look after 
themselves. 

4. Commercial TV is a 
must 

5, Success of the Socceroos 
is critical, need to continue to 


play. 


Marconi 
(administrator) 

1. Having overseas stars 
back playing in the NSL. 

2. Support from national 
body, not pointing the fingers 
at clubs in a derogatory fash- 
ion. 

3. Asian Cup 
Championship to bring in the 
money. They will only accept 
us if we are not rude to them. 

4, National promotion 
based around Soccer 
Australia, not the club level. 
Commercial TV coverage. 

5. Preparation needs to be 
better aimed for the 
Socceroos. If we are playing 
against Asian sides then play 
friendlies against them. 


Eddie Krncevic 
(Coach) 

1. Organise stronger oppo- 
sition for the Socceroos. 

2. Full-time clubs in the 
NSL 

3. More games in the NSL, 
26 are not enough. Plus an 
Asian Cup. 

4. Structure the youth pro- 
gram. Long-term planning is 
needed with skill work 
emphasised. Educate them at 
an earlier stage as to what it is 
like to play first team football, 

5. Planning is the key to 
keep our players in Australia. 


John Kosmina (Coach) 

1, Everyone should work 
together, the attitude of some 
of the previous administrators 
of pulling the rug out from 
under the current people in 
charge has to cease. 

2. Continue to look after 
the players. 

3. Aim towards professional- 
ism. Clubs need to look at how 
they raise revenue, the onus 
being on the clubs themselves. 

4, Look at the junior system, 
At present the youngsters are 
overcoached and the fun is 
being taken away from the game 
for them. Too many trophies are 
handed out. Teach them to be a 
team, not individuals. 

5. Get over politics in soccer. 
Put people in charge like a dic- 
tatorship so that everyone must 
toe the line. David Hill has 
given the game credibility. 


Karen Collins 
(TV Media) 

1, David Hill must stay as the 
management - administration 
structure should not be disrupt- 


2. Australia should join the 
Asian qualifying group. 

3. More internationals coin- 
ciding with European games. 
Market the team as a team, ride 
the wave of the Socceroos and 
have friendlies organised now. 

4. Find the best coach 
whether Australian or over- 
seas. Give Raul Blanco a go 
but have Frank Farina under 
him learning. 

5. Ten league team with 
incentives for the players to 


stay. The Australian side 
needs the boys to play togeth- 
er more often. 


David Ratcliffe 
(former Socceroo) 

1. Stop the back stabbing. 
Sort out Venables position and 
go from there. I think there are 
many youngsters around at 
present who could do the job. 
No rush is needed though. 

2. Need to play better quali- 
ty games. The players need to 
be match hardened. 

3. Work from the top, look 
at someone to take charge of 
the U/17s and let him work his 
way up. A progression like in 
Germany. 

4. NSL needs to continue 
on its own way. Asia probably 
will not let us in as it is of no 
benefit to them. 

5, Convince the 11-12 year 
olds to play soccer. 


Don O'Regan 
(Administrator) 

1. All Australian Soccer con- 
irolled by the one body, avoid 
the infighting between states. 

2. Need to be serious about 
Cups like the Waratah Cup 
before looking at establishing an 
FA style Cup. 

3, Relegation and promotion 
with the top State League teams 
playing off. There has to be an 
interest and incentive for the 
bottom clubs at season conclu- 
sion. 

4. Need personalities to stay 
here. Build them up as they 
have in the J-League, 

5. TY coverage throughout 
Asia. 


2. Professional coaches for 
the youth. 

3. Concentrate on the home 
based players for the national 
players, bringing in the top 
three or four players from 
overseas. 

4. Socceroo coach should 
be from Australia who knows 
the soccer industry backwards. 
5. Put money into tournaments 
in Asia for the Socceroos, 


Nick Tana (Chairman) 

1. Take a leaf out of Japan 
and relaunch the NSL. Soccer 
Australia should focus on. 
addressing all the issues. It 
should be a league for all 
Australians and not club cul- 
tures being dominant. 
Remember the media goes 
where the people go. Get the 
horse interested first, then the 
carriage will follow. 

2. Soccer Australia should 
implement the results given to 
them from a workshop of the 
NSL clubs. 

3. There should be a mora- 
torium on the ethnic issue. 
Ethnic bashing must stop. 

4, Financial structures must 
be put in place for more game 
for the Socceroos. 

5. “Substantial and 
Credible” international tourna- 
ments for Australia. 


Con Sarantopolous 
(Fan) 

1, Play in Asia, against club 
sides like a UEFA Cup. 

2. Overseas coach to con- 
tinue to develop the attacking 
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football of Terry Venables. 

3. David Hill should stay as 
he is a “General with Vision” 

4, Ex-players on the Soccer 
Australia board, e.g. Paul 
Wade. Plus big business peo- 
ple also involved. 

5. Relegation and promo- 
tion in the NSL, making it a 
truly national, even region- 
alised, second division. 


Andy Paschalidis 
(TV Media) 

1. Play more internationals at 
big venues against big teams, 

2, Stop the political infight- 


ing 

3. Ensure the 10 and 11-year 
olds choose soccer to play. 

4, Forget worrying about the 
ethnic image of the game. 

5, Look al soccer's most 
important product - the NSL. 
Find out why the crowds are 
going and rectify it. That way 
the commercial TV coverage 
will come. 


Rale Rasic (Former 
Socceroo Coach) 

1. Completely restructure 
from the U/17s, U/20s, and 
senior teams. Complete a blue 
print that rewards the players 
who are 100% committed to the 
country, and them alone. Use 
European type technical direc- 
tors as the management style. 

2. Commit the youngsters 
from a very young age to only 
play for Australia. 

3. Many great players rarely 
make a great team, The team 
must eat, sleep and play togeth- 
er, Do not play players just 
because they are great - they 
must suit the style of play of the 
country. Unity brings commit- 
ment which leads to success, 

4, Better preparation for the 
Socceroos. Eddie Thomson 
knew what he was saying, 
Technical people are responsi- 
ble for preparations, not David 
Hill. We needed more suitable 
warm-up games creating under- 
standing between our players. 

5, We should have kept our 
focus in Asia and not ignored 
them. 1 was a pawn broker who 
gave nothing away about us but 
I knew more about the Asian 
teams than they knew about 
themselves. 


Ray Gatt (Media) 

1, Sack the entire Soccer 
Australia board except for 
Fred Lindsay. Bring in busi- 
ness people who know soccer. 

2. Get the NSL right - 
reduce its size and promote it 
properly. 

3. More games and tourna- 
ments at home for the 
Socceroos. 

4, Bring former players, 
such as Kosmina, Mitchell, 
Davidson, and Farina into the 
national coaching set-up, but 
keep Blanco and Scheinflug. 

5. Hope like hell the young- 
sters (Joeys, U/18s, Olyroos 
etc.) continue to carry the flag 
for soccer as they have done 
for so long. 


David Oldfield 
(Aussie Player in UK) 
1. Need to play the best 
Socceroo team for all the 
games to build up a team 
ethos, rather than individuals. 
2. Use a successful over- 
seas coach. 
3. Club sides play in Asia 


in an equivalent to the UEFA 


p. 

4. Promotion needs to be 
solid, avoid to much glitter, 
promote the game first and 
foremost, not the extras. 

5, Make sure the product on. 
the field is good to bring the 
crowds in. 


Joseph Tropiano (Fan) 

1. More friendlies for the 
Socceroos 

2. Play youngsters along- 
side the old heads in the team 
to pass on knowledge learnt. 

3, More advertising and a 
clear Australian soccer logo. 

4. Better quality merchan- 
dise at a fair price. 

5. Get rid of those support- 
ing ethnic club bashing. 
Instead, add to the support 
already there, do not take 
away from it. You always are 
supporting the team rather 
than the nationality anyway. 


Francis Awaritefe 
(Player) 

1. Clubs have to make a 
better effort of promotion and 
advertising. 

2, Think in terms of full- 
time professionalism. 

3. More Socceroo games 
against Asian teams. Have a 
European base for the over- 
seas players. 

4, Australia should enter 
into the Asian confederation 
as we have outgrown Oceania. 

5. Long term we need an 
Australian based coach to 
build team confidence, 


David Mitchell (Coach) 

1, Free to air commercial TV 
which would help sponsorship 
from multi-national companies. 

2. Look to Asia, Asian Cup. 

3. European base camp in 
Holland, Play games when the 
European Leagues have interna- 
tional breaks, 

4, Relegation and promotion 
need to be introduced. Often 
teams at the bottom determine 
the League champions in these 
conditions. 

5. Utilise the emotion that is 
currently around soccer to its 
full potential. People were 
touched by the game at the 
MCG. 


Mark Schwarzer 
(Aussie Player in the 
UK) 


1. Sort out warm-up games 
against strong opposition. Pick 
the team early and stick to it 
to make it a team, 

2. Oceania should play in 
the Asian qualifying rounds. 

3. Use Farina/ Mitchell or 
Krncevic as national coach, 
they all have European experi- 
ence. 

4, Winners of NSL should 
play in an Asian champions 
League. Someone needs to 
take up the initiative here. 

5, Have people involved 
with a balance of business and 
football experience, not peo- 
ple with just one or the other. 


John Denison 
(Marketing) 

1. Advertising pool for the 
national body so they can 
advertise on an NSL basis 
using the Socceroo players. 

2. One national program for 
all the league. 

3, Hero creation campaign - 
pick a player from each NSL. 


ES one 


team for it, 
4, TV rights on commercial 
TV. 


5, Have a strong budget in 
place to sustain the League 
that is based over a number of 
years, 


Zoran Matic (Coach) 

1. Soccer Australia need to 
remember the NSL, they have 
treated it badly. All the talent is 
produced through the NSL and 
its current treatment is not satis- 
factory. 

2, Realistic business people 
need to be in charge, not media 
men, 

3. Mainstream media is our 
biggest problem, Mark 
Schwarzer gets no publicity for 
four years in the NSL, but when 
he goes to Germany he gets to 
half-page spreads in the Sydney 
newspapers. 

4, Overseas managers haye 
not got us to the World Cup and 
we deserve to be there, we need 
to work harder, We are right in 
not taking the youngsters to the 
Confederation Cup because we 
can not afford to be thrashed. 

5, We must win a medal in 
the Year 2000 Olympics and use 
this as a base for the future. 


Matt Horsley (Player) 

1. Need to encourage a big 
stadium to become our national 
stadium, We need to dangle a 
carrot so we can have sole rights 
and an influx of money 

2. We need to head to Asian 
competitions, like a Champions’ 
Cup. 

3, Iran had three bites at the 
cherry for qualification, we had 
‘one chance, We need to play in 
the Asian groups next time. 

4, Need match fitness at 
international level so play hard- 
er games more often. 

5, Need an attacking coach 
to continue the good work done 
by Terry Venables, Perhaps a 
local boy with new ideas. 


Anthony Raineri 
(Media) 

1, Remove David Hill from 
office. 
2, Introduce promotion and 
relegation to the NSL. 

3. Switch State Leagues to 
the summer, 

4, Introduce into Australia 
an FA Cup style competition, 

5. Appoint local coach for 
Socceroos (A full-time one 
living in Australia). 


John Taylor (Media) 
1, Bring sanity back into the 


game. 

People who are respected by 
everyone need to be in charge of 
Soccer Australia, A business 
person needs to be involved. We 
also need a good board who can 
not be dictated to by one person. 

2, No need to look“overseas 
for a coach, We need someone 
who is in Australia 100% of the 
time, 

3. Encourage AIS as it is the 
focal point of development. 

Prepare the young teams bet- 
ter as they are now the focus. 

4. NSL is too young, bring in 
players as they did in 1977, but 
only quality (even guest) play- 
ers 


5, Beiter long-term plan- 
ning for the international pro- 
gram. Quality teams will not 
be prepared to come in the 
short term with only a bit of 
notice, 


Ce Claw arer-a Wews 


WOLVES: THE 
HOODOO GURUS! 


By Phi Murphy 


he recent 2-3 loss to 

South Melbourne 
emphasised what a terrible 
record Wolves haye in inter- 
state games, 

Since they entered the 
national league in 1981, the 
‘hoodoo’ they seem to have 
has seen the team win very 
very few games, and their 
strike rate outside NSW is 
also abysmal, yet, it all started 
‘out so well, 

When they played their 
first interstate match, they 
trounced the previous sea- 
son’s champions, Heidelberg, 
3-0 at Olympic Park, but since 
that day, interstate wins have 
been far and few between. 

‘Over the years, one of their 


best away wins was against 
West Adelaide, four years 
ago, when they completely 
outplayed the home side and 
won 4-0, in doing so qualify- 


far this term, the team has 
played three times outside 
NSW and lost 0-1 to 
Melbourne Knights, 1-3 to 
Adelaide Sharks (formerly 
West Adelaide) and 2-3 to 
South Melbourne. 

This week’s assignment is 
Perth Glory...in WA! Will the 
‘hoodoo’ gurus continue their 
inauspicious interstate form, 
or can they shock the massive 
Perth gallery? 

ok 

Tt was all bad news last 
week for Wolves wingback 
Neil Harlock when he visited 


ing for the play-offs that sea- 
son. almost certainly miss the rest 

Current coach, Nick of the season. Both Harlock, 
Theodorakopoulos, inherited and the inspirational Sonny 
the interstate ‘hoodoo’ and so _Sevin, suffered ankle injuries 


BRAZILIANS ARRIVING 
TO SPICE UP BLUES 


By Duyght Tuffnell 


( Gaal major sponsor, Parmalat, will come good with its 
promise of bringing overseas players to the club shortly. 
‘Two Brazilian players, from the Palmeiras club, are expected 
to arrive early in the new year. 
Coach Eddie Kmcevic insisted on bringing two players in the 
hope that this will assist them both in settling in. And no doubt 
they will lift the attendances at Optus Oval. 


GIPPSLAND FALCONS 


STRIKER LANDS AT 
LOW FLYING FALCONS 


The Latrobe Valley strugglers have signed attacker Zlatko 
Mihajlovic, from Victorian Premier League club Springvale 
White Eagles. 

He played youth team football for Marconi and scored in his 
second game against Perth Glory recently. 

‘The Falcons have never really replaced the goalscoring abili- 
ty of players such as Warren Spink or John Markoyski. 

‘They had signed Peter Di Iorio from Collingwood Warriors, 
but he is expected to miss most of the season with a long-term 
injury. 

Furthermore, Gippsland’s crowds aren’t exactly setting the 
world on fire. The club has failed to attract the kind of support it 
did last season, after it became apparent they would be kicked 
‘out of the league. 

But since then, with the team supposedly safe in the league, 


the crowds have dwindled even further, 
‘The Falcons will decide their future and long-term commit- 
ment shortly, after recent speculation about the club's future. 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 


LOS ANGELES UNHAPPY 
WITH LAKERS’ 


NICKNAME 


South were finally able to welcome back both Goran 
Lozanoyski and Steve losifidis into the starting line-up for last 
week's game against Wollongong City. 

Both managed to get on the scoresheet, although Iosifidis’ 
effort was an own goal, but Lozanovski’s goal was a beauty. 

In other news, South Melbourne may soon be banned from 
using the nickname ‘Lakers’. 

A letter from American basketball club, LA Lakers, has 
asked South Melbourne to drop the name because it infringes on 
copyright laws. 

The letter was presented to members at last week's annual 
general meeting. 

No decision has been made as to whether to change the name 
as yet, but a small committee has been formed to look at all 
options. Watch this space for further developments. 

Tt was also announced at the general meeting that South 
Melbourne have found a company who will have the naming 
rights to the soon to be built new stand. 

No names have been mentioned as yet, but it’s understood 
that the company is one of the largest in Australia. 


during the recent 2-0 home 
win over Gippsland, although 
Sevin could be back in action 
ina couple of weeks. 

However, Harlock has been 
told that he has cracked the 
ankle and will be in plaster for 
longer than he first thought, 
telling ABSW: “A specialist 
has estimated I could be back 
in training in March. if 

“By the time I regain my 
fitness, the season will be just 
about over. 

“Tt is so frustrating to be 
hobbling around on crutches. I 
will also miss out on playing 
for New Zealand in the home 
games against Chile and the 
Czechs,” he concluded. 

kkk 

Esala Masi has settled in 
well since signing for 
Wollongong City. 

The Fijian international 
striker had his first run in the 
Wolves starting line-up 
against South Melbourne 
recently and said he is enjoy- 
ing his football, 

“The supporters are great 
and I want to score a goal for 
them.” 

Masi played 19 national 
league matches with 
Gippsland before switching to 
Wolves this season, and he 
desperately wants to get a few 
more for his new club. 

At the end of last season, 


Mark Read' s 
Darwin All Sports 


Sports betting on all major International Events 


Masi got the message: “I 
don’t really think Gippsland 
wanted to keep me, so I ended 
up playing in Queensland with 
State League side Rochedale 
Rovers during the winter. 


“T have so far managed 14 
games for Fiji and I'm hoping 
to be in the squad for the 
Melanesian Cup and South 
Pacific Cup next year,” he 


The best formation of merchandising for UK, 
seroneass and World Clubs 


Shop 10, 722/A George St, SYDNEY, NSW, 
AUSTRALIA, 2000. Phone / Fax 61 292124450 


Group Betting France 98 
Group1  Group2 Group3 libra 85. 
Brazil 1.20 Austria 9.50 Denmark 5.00 [Cermany 
Morocco 16.00 Cameroon 9.50 France 1.35 
Norway 7.00 Chile 9.50 S Arabia 15.00 
Scotland 13.00 Italy 1.25 Sth Africa 10.00 
Group4 Group5 Group6 
Bulgaria 5.50 Belgium 6.00 Germany 1.50 
Nigeria 2.85 Mexico 9.00 Iran 31.00 
Paraguay 11.00 Holland 1.35 USA 26.00 
Spain 2.05 SthKorea 11.00 Yugoslavia 2.65 
Group7  Group8  Group9 


Colombia 6.50 Argentina 1.55 2 go through from 
England 1.55 Croatia 2.55 each group, but 
Romania 3.60 Jamaica 28.00 you must pick who 
Tunisa 31.00 Japan 28.00 tops the group 


Prices available for the Premier League, 
Ericsson cup, Serie A, Division One and 
a many others 


Open your account today and enter the 
future of football betting 
Telephone: 08 8941 8330 
All betting is TAX FREE 
VISA, Mastercard and Bankcard 
facilities available 
Licensed by the Govt. of the Northern 
Territory, Australia 


‘South Korea.201.00 
U.S.A.. 331,00 
[Saudi Arabia.201.00 
Japan 
Jamaica 
tran 


www. internationalalleports.com.au 
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@ ABSW 
Venables and 
Co. Failed 


Hill must stay! 


crowd of 40,000, plus of 
course the MCG crowd 
85,000 and the appointment 


Dear Sir, 

People in soccer circles 
will be calling for the head of 
David Hill and his board. If 


The Editor, 
AUSTRALIAN & 
Brirish Soccer 


Have your say on any soccer issue in 
the world. Preference will be given to 
short letters. Include daytime phone 


Dear Sir, changes when we scored the 
Thave now had time to second goal and tightened 
analyse the recently com- up the defence in 
pleted World cup campaign, Melbourne? For that matter, 
and have come to the con- why didn’t he react when 
clusion that, whichever way __ Iran scored their first goal? 
you look at it, you can only We should be offering 
describe the result as a total the position to the Iranian 
failure. coach, Badu Viera, as he 
Simply, we are not going kept his cool, even at nil- 
to France in 1998. two down, and made the 
‘So who has to accept the necessary changes and 
responsibility? exploited the Australian 
To me, Terry Venables defensive weakness, the 
and his assistants failed, and space between Horvat and 
so did David Hill, and the Tobin. 
responsibility must rest on _No, it doesn’t matter how 
their shoulders. David Hill — much hot air Mr Hill blows, 
appointed Venables to the _ they failed and should ALL 
position, due to Terry’s high resign. 
profile and experience, 
Firstly, you do not mea- 
sure success by ‘high pro- 
file’, it doesn’t matter how 
much media coverage he 
was able to attract, you can 
‘only measure his success by 
the final result, and that was 
making it to the World Cup 
Finals. 
As far as experience 
goes, if you look at 
Venables’ track record with 


Vince Balzan 
‘Winston Hills, NSW 


Editor's note: 

Irrespective of present 
feelings, a true measure of 
the gentlemen mentioned is 
that the expectation from 
the Australian public was so 
high that to be knocked out 
again is seen as failure. 
Soccer in this country 
MUST go on from the plat- 


England, he was always the _ form that has been built, no 
bridesmaid. matter who, or. what, is in 
Why didn’t he make charge of the game. 


number for verification. 


WEEKLY 


Short letters of about 400 words will be given preference in this colum. 


Dear Sir, 

The failure of the Socceroos to qualify for 
France ‘98 cannot be blamed solely on bad 
luck. The root cause was the ill-advised 
appointment of ‘Oz Tel’ as a guest star 
‘celebrity’ coach on a part-time basis. 

‘The Socceroos had the easiest draw ever, the 
Jargest and best squad of players, and the most 
expensive preparation of all time ... and they 
still failed! 

‘Oz Tel’s’ supposedly brilliant track record 
‘as Socceroo coach does not stand up to critical 
analysis. Worse still, his previous record as a 
manager is less than brilliant, upon closer eval- 
uation. It certainly cannot compare to his 
exceptional ability to generate publicity and 
promote his interests. 

At the post-match press conference, 


SOCCER NEW SOUTH WALES 


Expressions of interest are sought for the 
following positions. 


Coach, Manager and Physiotherapist for the 
NSW Women's Junior and Youth State Teams. 


It is expected that the appointments will be made 
early in the new year with trials to 
commence in March. 


Suitable persons should be available to attend 
mid week training at Glenwood, attend 1 or 2 
weekend camps and be available to travel to 
Brisbane (Junior Team) in July and Adelaide 
(Youth Team) in September. 


Written applications, indicating which team, to 
be addressed to: 
General Manager 
Soccer New South Wales 
PO Box 6024 
Blacktown Business Centre NSW 2148 
by 20th January 1998 


STATE LEAGUE 


1ST DIVISION TRIALS 
Manly Warringah Soccer Association & 


the Warringah Dolphins have unified 
State League Soccer in the 
Manly Warringah Area 
Coach — Tony Pezzano 
invites players to attend 
Selection Trials at 
CROMER PARK 
UNDER 21s & 1st GRADE 
Sunday 14th December 
10.30am 
Enquiries Mark Channell 
9923 1544 (B) 9944 0220 (H) 


Venables accepted that the criticism of the 
Socceroos’ lack of regular friendly matches 
against good teams, in the lead up to the Iran 
games, was critical. This completely contra- 
dicts David Hill's pre-match disclaimers. 

With his vast contacts in world football, one 
would have thought Venables would be the 
ideal man to arrange such matches. In the end, 
the only thing he was able to arrange was 
cheap accommodation in a luxury hotel in the 
U.A.E., which was, no doubt, well received. 

If there is such a thing as accountability in 
soccer, the stakeholders in S.A. must call an 
emergency meeting and demand David Hill's 
resignation. 

Better still, David Hill should do the right 
thing and resign forthwith, the myth that he has 
been Australian soccer's redeemer is not 
matched by the reality of the cold, hard facts. 

R Melor, 
Bondi, NSW. 


Editor's note: 

Perhaps Mr Venables could have arranged 
some matches through his contacts, but for a 
couple of small points: 

1/ This is the World Cup and MOST coun- 
tries were actually playing in qualifiers. 

2/ In order to play matches, the national side 
would have had to travel. 


HOLY CROSS 


SOCCER CLUB 
FEDERATION SIDE 


1st & 2nd grade pre-season trials 
& training for the 1998 season 


commences: 


Wednesday 17 December 1997 & 
Friday 19 December 1997 & 


The opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily reflect those of this newspaper 


Venables Must Go! 


Could Soccer Australia have afforded the 
expense, given the tyranny of distance we suf- 
fer in Australia? 

Furthermore, David Hill did not play in the 
defence at the MCG. 

How can he be held personally responsible 
for defensive errors on the park that cost us the 
game, or the missed chances in the first half, or 
the penalty on Viduka that was not given by 
Sandor Publ? 

By the way, Puhl has been banned for six 
weeks as a result of the Inwin/Bosvelt incident 
in the Champions’ Cup. 

‘And why have you waited for this moment 
to criticise? If you had reservations, you had 
the opportunity to raise them earlier, yet you 
didn’t, giving the impression that you are 
jumping on the inevitable bandwagon of criti- 
cism. 

‘You make the claim that Venables organised 
cheap accommodation - where is the evidence 
to back up this allegation, and if so, so what? 
Furthermore, you claim that Venables has been 
promoting his own interests through the media. 

What interests? 

How? 

Has he done something illegal? You do not 
explain this, yet you write this and hope that it 
won't stand up to scrutiny in the rush to appor- 
tion blame, 

And let's not forget, the previous coach 
abandoned Australia only 12 months ago. 

Judging by the shrill tones of your previous 
letters, your enmity towards Soccer Australia’s 
chairman has once again clouded your judg- 
ment. 

You hide behind a national soccer tragedy 
to continue your animosity towards the 
chairman. 

Haye you coached Barcelona and Spurs, 
your nation in the Euro championships or 
gone unbeaten through World Cup quali- 
fiers? Have you been in charge of a coun- 
try’s Football Federation? 

If you have such experience, then your com- 
ments deserve due deference. If not, then they 
appear as they are: lacking credibility. 


of a high profile coach such as 
Terry Venables, with greater 
public awareness of the game 
outside of soccer circles. 

We need to look at posi- 
tives and need to allow the 
board to complete their 
reform agenda. I am sure not 
everybody agrees but I am 
sure the vast majority of 
Australian Soccer followers 
and non soccer followers 
would agree with the way 
Soccer Australia are planning 
the future. 

There are old adages such 
s: “There is no gain without 
pain’ and *You have to be 
cruel to be kind’, I believe 
these to be true and soccer has 
endured enough pain. Now is 
the time to reap some bene- 


Australian Soccer is continue 
to go forward we need people 
at the helm with business 
skills, such as David Hill and 
George Negus. 

You can see that David 
Hill’s leadership of the Board 
has a familiar style to it, very 
close to the Jeff Kennett style 
of leadership. Business plans 
are planned, implemented, 
reviewed, co-ordinated, evalu- 
ated and measured against 
actual performance. 

The strategic planning is 
there and even when things 
aren't going according to the 
script, there are contingency 
plans in place. 

I suggest that some of the 
journalists that will lead to 
cause spills at board level fits, 
change their style of writing We desperately need to 
and support the administra- lobby hard to get acceptance 
tors, such as Hill etc, rather into an Asian Cup competi- 
than continuously try and kick tion, The media needs to con- 
them in guts. centrate on making these 

People outside of soccer _ points and not on attacking 
circles take notice of people the Soccer Australia Board. 
such as Hill, Negus and Focus on the ball and not 
Hewson, therefore these peo- what is going on behind the 
ple need to be allowed to run play, otherwise we will miss 
their agendas. other opportunities. 

I mention Hewson in this We need stability not 
‘as the clubs need to get more unrest and conjecture based 
high profile people on board. on personality clashes 

Look at the positives to between journalists and the 
come out of the last two board. 
years: Perth Glory, Carlton 
and the Brisbane Grand Final 


Chris Attard, 
E mail letter 


every Wednesday & Friday 


during January 1998 


Time: 7.00PM 


Venue: Holy Cross College 
Buffalo Road, Ryde 
For further information contact: 
Tony GENOVESE 
02 9342 6179 
0411 622 574 
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From Sydney 
to Melbourne 


Dear Sir, 

First of all, 1 would like 
offer my condolences to 
everyone involved with the 
Socceroos’ 1998 World Cup 
campaign. 

I left Sydney’s western 
suburbs with my father, at 
1.30am on the Saturday 
morning, to drive to 
Melbourne to watch my 
beloved Socceroos qualify 
for the World Cup Finals 
for the second time in their 
history. 

When the match finally 
came to its dramatic ending, 
I, like every other Aussie in 
the stadium and right across 
the country, was totally 
shattered, 

My heart went out imme- 
diately to players like 
Ivanovic, Tobin, Slater, 


tion, but for the full 4-year 
period leading up to the 
2002 World Cup. 

Only by doing this will 
the national coach truly be 
able to assess all of 
Australia’s many talented 
players, many of whom did 
not get a look in this time 
around mainly because of 
the short amount of time 
available to Terry after his 
late appointment. 

This may cost us a lot of 
money, but this time 
around, I believe Soccer 
Australia must put every- 
thing on the line, if that 
includes a degree of neglect 
to the domestic competition, 
so be it, as any sacrifice will 
be worth qualifying, and 
only success at international 
level will lift the profile of 


Amold and Aurelio Vidmar — the domestic game, 

who will probably, if not B, de Beus, 

definitely, now never get Riverstone, NSW 

the chance to play at the 

world’s most prestigious Editor's note: 

sporting event. Without a domestic 
But [ also felt immense _ league, future players would 


pride in the way the players 
conducted themselves and 
gave everything they had to 
give. 

I know they will be able 
to lift themselves and prove 
to be the force they truly are 
on the world stage, in the 
Confederations Cup, in a 
week's time. 

On the future of our 
national coach, I think 
Soccer Australia needs a 
coach as well credentialed 
and experienced as Terry 
Venables, not only during 
the 12 months of qualifica- 


obviously be lost to ‘other’ 
sports. Without these play- 
ers, we cannot have a 
national team. Without a 
national team, we cannot 
have success on the world 
stage. 

Without success on that 
platform, the league in 
Australia will continue to 
play second, or even third, 
fiddle. A vicious circle cer- 
tainly, but one that can, and 
will, be broken. 

To sacrifice the domestic 
league would all end in 
tears. 


(gy ABSW 


By Roy Hay 
Southern 
Division: 
E a match postponed from Round One, 
lelbourne Knights beat Gippsland Falcons by 
three goals to nil at Knights Stadium. 

The only goal of the first half came from Ivan 
Razoy, yet the Falcons were mostly on top in the first 
stanza. In the second half, the Knights seemed to 
become stronger and Mijo Trupkovic scored twice to 
give his team the win. 

The VIS beat Bentleigh Greens by four goals to 
one at Kim Reserve. France Melino put Bentleigh 
Greens in front after ten minutes, but Billy Petrovski 
equalised for the VIS five minutes later, 

Joey Di Iorio scored next for the VIS in 53 min- 
utes, following his recent appointment to a scholar- 
ship. Zoran Petrevski converted a penalty kick after 
57 minutes, and Billy Petrovski made it four with his 
second goal in 65 minutes. 

Carlton squeezed home against Heidelberg United 
by a single goal from Steve Martin after 33 minutes, 
Carlton's troubles were self inflicted as Jovanco 
Novacevski and Andy Vargas were sent-off for their 
second yellow card offences. 

Altona Magic and South Melbourne drew three-all 
ina thriller at Paisley Reserve. 

Franc Catalano scored the only goal of the first 
half in 42 minutes to put South ahead, and Robert 
Liparotti added a second in 56 after Steve 
Bogdanovski had equalised for the Magic. 

Pece Cergovski levelled the scores once again and 
Steve Markovski put the Magic ahead for the first 
time after 79 minutes. 

However, the final twist in the tail came with only 
three minutes left, when George Goutzioulis popped 
up to tie the scores once more, 


Northern 
ee 
Division: 
AS and UTS Olympic drew three-all at 
Suncorp after Olympic seemed to have the 
game sewn up when they held a three-one lead 
midway through the second half. 

Wade Baldwin opened for QAS, but then Angelo 
Petratos equalised before the interval and Jim Baris 
and Peter Zorzas gave Olympic a handy break. Mark 
Battiston then in 63 minutes and his penalty kick 
after 80 saved the Queenslanders, 

The AIS had a four-nil win over Marconi Fairfield 
with two goals each to the deadly Mile Sterjovski, 
who now has seventeen for the season. 

Wollongong City only just beat the ACT Academy 
of Sport by three goals to two at Brandon Park. 


SOUTHERN DIVISION RESULTS 


Altona Magic 3 South Melbourne 
VIS 4 Bentleigh Greens 
Carlton 1 Heidelberg United 
Melbourne Knights 3 Gippsland Falcons 
(Match postponed from Round One) 

Sunday 7 December 1997 

South Melbourne Rockets 1 Bulleen Inter 


NORTHERN DIVISION RESULTS 


Wollongong City 3 ACTAS 

QAS 3 UTS Olympic 
AIS 4 Marconi Fairfield 
72 


Sydney United 2 
Sydney Utd Colts 3 

Bye v UTS Olympic Colts 
Marconi Fairfield Colts v Bye 


SOUTHERN DIVISION TABLE 


NSWIS 
Newcastle Breakers 


P Ww D L F 
Carlton it 7 0 0 17 
Melbourne Knights 8 6 0 2 31 
Gippsland Falcons i 6 0 1 13 
Bulleen Inter oe 4 1 2 10 
VIS tg 4 (0) 3 15 
Heidelberg United rg 4 0 3 10 
Bentleigh Greens 8 3 1 a 9 
South Melbourne 8 1 2 5 1 
Altona Magic 8 1 2 i) 10 
Albury Wodonga 8 1 (0) a 10 
South Melbourne Rockets 7 1 ti) 6 z 

NORTHERN DIVISION TABLE 

P Ww D L F 
AIS 9 6 2 1 43 
Wollongong City 8 5 2 i) 21 
QAS 10 4 4 2 26 
UTS Olympic 8 5 1 2 24 
ACTAS 9 4 2 3 13 
Marconi Fairfield 8 3 2 3 16 
Sydney United 9 2 4 3 19 
Newcastle Breakers 8 3 4 4 16 
NSWIS. 9 2 3 4 15 
Marconi Fairfield Colts 8 2 v4 4 "1 
UTS Olympic Colts 8 2 0 6 10 
Sydney United Colts 8 1 1 6 4 

LEADING GOALSCORERS 

Southern Division Northern Division 
Jovanco Novacevski:Cariton 7 Mile Sterjovski: AIS 


Festim Zekiri: Melbourne Knights 7 Daniel Watkins: NSWIS 


ROUND 11 FIXTURES 


SOUTHERN DIVISION 
12/12 
Bentleigh Greens v Melbourne Knights (6.30pm, Kingston Heath) 
13/12 
Gippsland Falcons v Carlton (3.30pm, Falcons Stadium) 
14/12 
‘Sth Mel Rockets v Heidelberg Utd (3.30pm, Bob Jane) 
15/12 
Bulleen Inter v VIS (7pm, Wembley Park), Sth Melbourne v Bye 


NORTHERN DIVISION 
13/12 


Marconi v QAS (4.30pm, Marconi Stadium) NSWIS v Marconi Colts (5pm, Valentine Park) 


UTS Oly Colts v Sydney Utd (4pm, St George Stadium) 
ACTAS v Newcastle Breakers (4pm, Seiffert Oval) 
14/12 

UTS Olympic v Sydney Utd Colts (4pm, SFS), 


oon to oo-u 


on 


National Youth League 


CAMDEN TIGERS 
SOCCER CLUB 


iA 


STATE LEAGUE 


DIVISION 4 


Pre-Season Training & Trials 
Commencing: Tuesday January 13, 1998 
Ron Dine Memorial Res, Cowper Drive, 
CAMDEN 
6.30PM SHARP 
All Enquiries: lan Lloyd (Head Coach) 
= (02) 9606 5558 
David Cagney (Asst Coach) 
@ (02) 4655 3119 


ARNCLIFFE 
SCOTS S.C. 


SECOND DIVISION | ° } 
TRIALS ‘i 
FOR 1998 


FIRST GRADE 
UNDER 21s 
UNDER 18s 
DATES: 14, 19, 21 December 
WHERE: North Barton Park, 
West Botany Street 
ARNCLIFFE 


TIME: 9.00AM. 


For Further Information 
Contact Peter VeleskI 
on 9519 3585 or 0411 333512 


YDNEY 


SYDNEY $ 


UNITED [Fe 
Women's 

STATE 

Leacue UNITED 


invite players to trial 


SATURDAY 
DECEMBER 13 


10.30am 

Place: Croatia Park, Gipps St, Werrington 
(Off Werrington Rd) 
(Bring boots & shin pads) 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT 

Mick Ferreri on 018 276 622 or 
Brendan Ratcliffe on 9587 3668 
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IT'S GOOD TO BE BACK! 
ADELAIDE CITY. ...ccsccseccuoed MARCONI FAIRFIELD 


Reon late, internal suspension, Striker measured ball for Socceroo scored his second header for 
By Val Migliaccio —Yi:-tuei Brooks staried from striker Damian Mori, who the night from a Kris 
the bench with teenager Nick squeezed his header just inside Trajanovski cross. 
he A-League’s most  Sabjlak getting the nod. the post, for the Zebras to post Marconi were desperately 
feared striker, Damian The match kicked off at a their second goal. unlucky not to score in the 
Mori, scored a cocl hat- very fast pace with the Zebras Home fans didn't have to 75th minute when Brendan 
trick, and illustrious mid- scoring their first of the wait long for another when Renaud had two shots at goal 
fielder John Gibson posted evening in the seventh minute, Gibson was again on hand in which both cannoned off the 
a brace in Adelaide City's when Sabjlak layed off a per- the 45th minute to post the crossbar. 
5-0 demolition of Marconi fect pass from the right for the  Zebras’ third goal of the A minute later Marconi 


at Hindmarsh Stadium last elusive John Gibson, who split match. defender Palapanis fouled 
Sunday night. the Marconi defence and slot- From the start of the second Mori in the penalty box and 

A-League soccer returned ted the ball past goalkeeper half Stallions boss Zoran Matic referee Mark Shields did not 
to Hindmarsh Stadium for the Ante Covie. attempted to reinforce his line- _ hesitate to point to the spot. = 
first time this season as the ‘The Stallions almost scored up with Terry Palapanis coming Mori made no mistake to CROWD: 5, 044 
first stage of the $8 million in the 13th minute when a _ on for Paul Souris. end his night with a well taken Bae 
redevelopment was open for Gabriel Mendez free-kick sur- The move seemed to reju- hat-trick and Adelaide City's “poy 


business. A brand new 4,500 prised Zebras goa Ikeeper  venate the Stallions with their _ fifth goal. 
seat grandstand, in readiness Jason Petkovic, but the ball midfielders Giuseppe Marino, _ With star striker in such 
for the 2000 Olympics was in flew just wide of the outright. Brad Maloney and Mendez —_ good form he surely must now 


full glory, Defiant Zebras midfielder making the Zebras fight hard- — be considered for a starting 

Adelaide City was minus Dino Mennillo outsmarted two er, but the class of the Zebras berth in the Socceroos 
their Socceroo sweeper Milan Marconi defenders in the 25th was too much for the visitors. Confederation Cup match Damian Mori: hat-trick hero. 
Ivanovic, serving a one-match minute and then floated a —‘In the 65th minute Mori against Mexico on Friday. 


if | Maras, Buljuba: 
hi (thier 86), Nayen, 


= sy Miller, Strudwick: 
PERTH GLORY ssssssssssssesecsssseeessessl, SOUTH MELBOURNE .. { i» ‘eviielsy 
s : : 4 
Se with a quality goal. when a 13th minute knee injury ‘Halpin put the match beyond b Ebi ura 
Mit was a great win for the required him to be replaced by doubt in the 68th minute with a ee Se a, 
boys that was thoroughly — Paul McVittie. long-range grasscutter that was id 
ERTH Glory celebrated deserved," said Glory coach Samson Siasia, who arguably too hot for Petkovic to hold. q 
its second birthday in Gary Marocchi, "They went out played his best game to date, _— Steve __Tosifidis, Bill - 


dazzling style last Sunday by there and worked hard early and set up Despotovski 12 minutes Damianos, Boutsianis and 
inflicting a 4-1 hiding on took the game to South later to hit the net from long — Lozanovski were the pick of the 


Ericsson Cup title chal- Melbourne, A 4-1 result against range. visitors, 
lengers South Melbourne at a side like South Melbourne, But just as the home side _It was an important victory 
Perth Oval. even in Perth, is a very good — went about taking a stranglehold for the Perth side, the first of 
Even the sudden exclusion result.” on the game, the Lakers four consecutive home fixtures, 
of Socceroo Emie Tapai, who ‘The result enabled the Glory bounced back in the 26th minute the other three are against 
had to fly out to Saudi Arabia to leap-frog the Lakers into third when Con Boutsianis put away a Wollongong, Canberra and cur- 4 
that afternoon for the place behind Carlton and loose ball after Tommy Maras rent leaders Sydney United. He 
Confederation Cup tourna- Sydney United. failed to hold a fierce strike | Marocchi has set his sights on 
ment, failed to prevent the Danny Hay, the tall New from Goran Lozanovski. wins from all three, whereby the 
Perth side from securing a Zealand international sweeper, As it turned out, that was the — reward would be pole position 
sixth victory of the season, got the Glory off to a positive closest the South Melbourne in the league standings for the 


Defender Gavin Wilkinson start by netting his very first side got to threatening the _ first time in the clubs short his- | 
was also absent through sus- goal in the fifth minute of Glory, for they found them- tory. hace 
pension, but his replacement play, when he tucked away a selves two goals behind again in __ Nobody would dare question} 
Peter Vukmirovic played Gareth Naven corner which the 52nd minute when Scott —Maarochi’s brashness, especially 


exceptionally well. was flicked on by Paul Miller found the net froma free- after last weekend's performance 3 
Tt was, however, a welcome — Strudwick. Kick that was deflected enough that proved his side can be [2 : : 

return for Bobby Despotovski ‘That was to be the final con- to send Petkovic diving in the almost unbeatable if they play e 

who turned on a superb per- tribution made by Strudwick, wrong direction. for 90 minutes. Bobby Despotovski: aoe dazzling performance 

formance that was capped off from y- 


FRANK'S FALCONS FLY HIGH 


was the evening’s shining in the United goal from 35 Sydney United's passing let 


by Stuart Jones 


light. metres. them down and though they 
Falcons’ Mark Foy had lost However, less than a brought on Culina and ERR a j 
OL wet Sunday evening possession just outside the box minute after the break, Bosevski, a second goal did Misia tiles. 

at Parramatta Stadium, and ‘Mitch’ played the ball Gippsland substitute Archie not eventuate. Gippsland : ae ree 
the high-flying Sydney down with his head before slip-. Thompson, with his first coach Frank Arok was happy > MeNicot (Mitr lh Be ee 
United could not heat a grit- ping it past the running defend- touch, put Clayton Bell on after the game. “For so-called “7p, Ovni Bag 
ty Gippsland, drawing 1-1. ers and collecting the ball once goal and he beat Kalac on his unknowns we seem to be tak- NGiatoe © 
‘The conditions reflected the — more. With the defenders unable inside post. The game was tied ing pieces out of a lot of big 


game - poor and dull, to turn in time he screwed a left 1-1 and only 15 minutes later teams recently. 
To give the Falcons their foot shot past keeper Jim Bell returned the favour for “You can not win them all, is 
dues, they played with the — Kourtis and into the back of the Thompson to go in on goal, they defended well. They got F 
passion Frank Arok shows for net, for a class finish. but Puma Joe Vrkic made a what they came for and gained % 
football. It was a physical The one half chance pre- desperate save. what they deserved,” said a : 7 
game, with referee Con sented to the Falcons in the A highlight for the Falcons downbeat Dave Mitchell later. = as 
Diomis handing out six yellow first half (excluding Joe was Archie Thompson - a For Frank Arok, it is time ‘ 
cards (five for the home side).  Vrkic’s near own goal in the name toremember. The young to go and plot the denise of 3 2 Po 
Nevertheless, Dave — opening five minutes) came to lad had a good game and isa another big side. The wily old |. a "3 Mitchell (SU) 
Mitchell's 18th minute solo Zlatko Mihajlovic, who future star. fox had lost none of his guile, Ug : <— zee (CF) 
effort, to open the scoring, almost chipped Zeljko Kalac Nevertheless, in the end _ just ask Sydney United. Frank Arok: Another good result for Arok's Falcons. 0) 


{Saad (8 
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Wollongong Wolves 
Melbourne Knights 
Cariton SC 

Brisbane Strikers 


Canberra Cosmos 0 
Newcastle Breakers1 
Adelaide Sharks 1 
UTS Olympic 0 


SATURDAY DECEMBER 13 

Gippsland Draw 
2.40 3.10 
Canberra Draw 
3.00 3.00 
Marconi Draw 
2.25 3.25 


SUNDAY DECEMBER 14 
Olympic Draw 
South Melbourne 
2.10 

Adelaide Sharks 
2.60 

Perth Glory 

2.25 


Draw 
3.20 
Draw 
3.20 
Draw 
3.25 


Cariton 
2.60 
Newcastle 
2.35 
Brisbane 
2.75 


Melbourne Knights 
Sydney United 
3.00 

Adelaide City 

2.40 

Wollongong 

2.75 


HAJDUK WANDERERS 


SOCCE 


R CLUB 


ForMmERLY West WANDERERS & ST JOHNS PARK SC 
1998 NSW SOCCER FEDERATION 
SECOND DIVISION TRIALS 


Venue: Harold Read Park, 


Girraween Road, Girraween 
TIME: 7PM (SHARP) 
Firsts & U/21s: Every Monday & Thursday 
U/18s: Every Wednesday & Friday 


*Also U/21 coach required 
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Charles Abdilla: 0411 525908 or 9757 2906 


Phillip Pavela (Head 
(AH) 9896 7096 


ERICSSON 


Sydney United 
Carlton 

Perth Glory 

Sth Melbourne 
‘Adelaide City 
Adelaide Sharks 
Wollongong City 
Melbourne Knights 
Marconi Fairfield 
Gippsiand Falcons 
UTS Olympic 
Brisbane Strikers 
Newcastle Breakers 
Canberra Cosmos 


Coach) (B) 9752 9888 
QM) 0416 209140 


cap TABLE 


L 
0 
1 
3 
1 
2 
4 
4 
2 
5 
4 
6 
7 
5 
6 


Sydney United 
Perth Glory 
Adelaide City 


eund Eleven Fixtures 


Gippsland Falcons 
South Melbourne 
Marconi Fairfield 


GLADESVILLE UTD 
NSW 
FEDERATION 


DIVISION 2 TRIALS 


Under 18 and Under 21 
Westminister Park, cnr Ryde and 
Westminster Rds, Gladesville. 


9 and 11 December 
Commencing at 6.00pm 
Further Details Contact 
U18S: exdie 
98095297 & 015202155 
U21S: tony 
98170727 & 0413940760 
1st Grade players interested Contact 
Andrew 91812856 for information 


SportOdds 
Bet on Soccer just by 
nicking up the phone. 


@132 946. 


that’s 132 WIN! 


Leund 17 


REUCEHE 


Marconi v Brisbane 

Marconi’s home form has been 
very disappointing of late and the 
Strikers will be out to take advantage 
of this. Frank Farina’s side won their 
last start away from home and will be 
looking to repeat the scoreline from 
last year when they came away 1-0 
winners, In fact they did the ‘double’ 
over the Stallions last season with a 2- 
1 home win as well. 

Prediction: Draw 


Canberra v Newcastle 

After losing 8-0 last week Branko 
Culina will be looking for a perfor- 
mance of pride from his men. 
Newcastle have come close on many 
occasions this year but need to turn 
these into points. A bottom of the 
table clash, this could be a turning 
point for the victor. Last year both 
‘games ended in a draw - 1-i at Bruce 
Stadium and 2-2 at the Breakers’ home 
ground. 

Prediction: Newcastle win 


Gippsland v Carlton . 

Gippsland continue to upset the 
leading teams and their last home start 
saw them come out victors over Perth. 
Frank’s men will be looking to do the 
same oyer Carlton, who were victori- 
ous last time they travelled. 

Prediction: Carlton win 


South Melbourne y Sydney 
United 

The clash of the round, Sydney 
United’s away record is excellent 
compared to Lakers’ home form. 
United will punish South if the 
defence falls asleep. South are looking 
for revenge for the result at the Bob 
Jane Stadium last season when the 


By Stuart Jones 


Pumas won 3-1. They also lost 0-2 in 
the away game, 
Prediction: South Melbourne win 


UTS Olympic v Melbourne 
Knights 

Two weeks ago UTS lost at the 
SFS in front of a very poor crowd to a 
Damian Mori last gasp winner. On the 
other hand the Knights nabbed a late 
goal to leave from Canberra with a 
point, Since then the Knights put four 
past the Breakers and are looking to 
carry that form into this game. Neither 
of these games last year were high 
scoring affairs, with Olympic winning 
by the odd goal in the corresponding 
fixture, and gaining a 1-1 draw at 
Knights Stadium. 

Prediction: Draw 


Adelaide Sharks y Adelaide City 

Derby games are always tough and 
this is one of the biggest. The Sharks 
will be looking to gain revenge for 
their 2-0 loss last season in this fix- 
ture. They also lost at City by one goal 
tonil. 

Prediction: Sharks win 


Perth v Wollongong 

Wollongong lost their last away 
game but since then put eight past 
Canberra. Big victories historically 
build complacency in a team and more 
often than not sides can get turned 
over the following week. Certainly 
Perth will be hoping to do this. Last 
season, this fixture attracted over 
10,000. Perth won 3-1, the exact 
scoreline again when the two sides 
met at Brandon Park later in the sea- 
son, Perth doing the-double over 
Wolves. 

Prediction: Draw 


1998 NSW SOCCER FEDERATION 
2ND DIVISION TRIALS 
1ST, U21s, 18s 


ALL INTERESTED PLAYERS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND TRIALS 
FOR THE ABOVE CLUB, WE NEED TO EXPAND ON OUR 
CURRENT PLAYING STRENGTH 
trials will be held at: 
TEMPE RESERVE, TEMPE 
6.30pm-8.30Pm 
MONDAY 15TH, 22ND DECEMBER and 
WEDNESDAY 10TH, 17TH DECEMBER, and 
FRIDAY 12TH, 19TH DECEMBER 
Engutriea: 
MICHAEL MARTA: 0412 076212(m) 
EDDIE TESORO: 95208240iw) 


0412385189 


Pre-Season Training 
aud Selection 


Coach: GERRY GOMEZ 
Starting: 9-11 DEC 
Time: 6.30-8.30 
TURRUWELL PARK, ROTHCHILD 
AVE., ROSEBERY NSW 
AU cuquiries: 
Gerry: 0412958216 
Roger Neto: 0419200484 
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8-0! 'CORRIMAL KID' NETS FOUR 


WOLLONGONG CITY 


8 CANBERRA COSMOS ....:cccsscnscerses® 


By Phil Murphy with 
Aidan Ormond 


t was the ‘Scott 

Chipperfield Show’ in 
Wollongong on Friday 
night as the Wolves put 
eight past a hopeless 
Canberra Cosmos at 
Brandon Park. 

The young sharpshooter, 
known as the ‘Corrimal 
Kid’, was deadly, firing four 
past Tony Giannasca in the 
Cosmos goal, and in doing 
so, going to the top of the 
scorers’ charts, on one of the 
darkest nights for the 
Canberra club. 

“It’s just so great to have 
played in a team that played 
so well,” said an exultant 
Chipperfield (who unfortu- 
nately misses out on Olyroo 


[MELBOURNE KNIGHTS . 


eligibility for 2000 by only 
two days!!). 

Meanwhile a sombre 
Cosmos supremo, Branko 
Culina, had his players 
behind closed doors after the 
game, in what was no doubt 
a ‘frank’ exchange of views. 

“We were terrible tonight 
and I would like to apologise 
to the Soccer public,” said a 
contrite Culina. 

On a weekend when 
records were broken (Rod 
Brown equalled John 
Kosmina’s all-time goalscor- 
ing record up in Brisbane), 
this was Wollongong’s 
biggest ever victory, and 
coming so soon after their 
demolition of Marconi 5-2, 
it shows that their home 
matches are where to be for 
goals, 

For the record, Fijian 


livewire Esala Masi began the 
rout early with a cheeky back- 
heel, and Alvin Ceccoli’s 
innocuous shot went through 
the legs of Cosmos custodian 
Giannasca, before Scotty 
Chipperfield began his demo- 
lition job. 

He picked up a stray back 
pass to score number three in 
the 20th minute, and headed 
home beautifully off a Ceccoli 
cross in the 36th minute, 

Chipperfield completed his 
hat trick just before half time 
to make it 5-0 at the break. 

The redoubtable 
Chipperfield added his fourth 
ten minutes into the second 
half, before leaving it to his 
teammates to finish the job, 
with goals from Ray Younis, 
his first for his club, and 
Anthony Surjan, in amongst 
the mayhem caused by his 


PONDELJAK: SIMPLY THE BEST 


Man-of-the-Match perfor- 
mance. What a night for 
Wollongong Soccer as the 
Wolves begin their climb 
towards the Finals. 

However, if the players 
thought they were having 
Sunday morning off, they 
were wrong! Coach 
Theodorakopoulos was not 
getting carried away with the 
8-0 result, Some managers are 
never pleased! 

As for the Cosmos, their 
encouraging form going into 
this fixture (four games 
unbeaten) came crashing 
down. Branko Culina will 
now have a real job of lifting 
his charges. 

‘They must now show some. 
real character after this deba- 
cle. They owe it to themselves 
and Canberra’s long-suffering 
Soccer public. 


4 NEWCASTLE BREAKERS .......0004 


x 


By Duyght Tuffnell 


‘elbourne Knights 

turned in one of 
their best performances of 
the season, crushing 
Newcastle Breakers 4-1 at 
Knights Stadium on 
Friday night. 

The Knights were 3-0 up at 
half time, with a resurgent 
Pondeljak grabbing two, as the 
Breakers had no answer to his 
pace and vision. 

He scored his first after just 
thirteen seconds - the quickest 
of the season so far - in his 
new role partnering Ivan Kelic 
up front. 


Knights coach, Ken 
Worden, so often frustrated 
this season with missed 
chances, was much happier 
with his team’s form in front 
of goal. 

Pondeljak’s first goal came 
following a great ball from 
midfielder Ante Deak, who 
received the ball on the right 
hand side before playing an 
inch-perfect pass behind the 
Breakers’ defence for 
Pondeljak to beat Brad 
Swancott with the aid of the 


post. 

Newcastle quickly got back 
into the game. Efforts from 
Clayton Zane and Matt Lowe 
both requiring saves from Joe 


CARDOZO SAVES 


Didulica. 

Pondeljak then scored again 
after 23 minutes, with a right 
foot ‘special’ from the edge of 
the area, 

Another pass from Deak, 
this time a lob over the 
defence, for Pondeljak to run 
on to and smash the ball over 
the head of Swancott and into 
the corner of the net, Surely 
one of the goals of the season. 

Pondeljak missed a first 
half hat-trick with a neat chip 
after half an hour. 

Ivan Kelic, quiet but effec- 
tive all night, added a third 
goal for the Knights five min- 
utes before the interval. 

Newcastle keeper, Brad 


SINKING SHARKS 


Swancott, who had looked a 
little shaky on crosses, missed 
one from Ivan Jolic and there 
was Kelic to head the ball into 
the unguarded goal. 
The Breakers came into the 
ame a bit more in the second 
half as the Knights appeared 
to take their ‘foot off the 


But the Knights finished 
off what slim hopes the 
Breakers had of a comeback 
with a fourth goal after 76 
minutes. 

Deak’s corner fell to 
Pondeljak, whose mis-hit 
strike sat up perfectly for 
Ransford Banini to slot the 
ball home. 


CARLTON cccccsssssserorertensnnesenscsetsense d 


ADELAIDE SHARKS 


| 


By John Rigas 

arlton fought off a 

determined Adelaide 
Sharks as the visitors pro- 
duced a second half 
onslaught at Optus Oval 
on Saturday. 

Carlton coach, Eddie 
Krncevie, opted to go into this 
fixture without defender 
David Cervinski, who was 
dropped to the youth team. 

It became evident in the 
second half that Carlton 
missed him, as captain Alan 
Hunter failed to keep up with 
‘Adelaide’ s pacey strike force. 

Carlton did all the attacking 
in the opening 30 minutes and 
created their first opportunity 
when John Markovski laid the 
ball off to Vince Grella, and 


the Young Socceroo narrowly 
missed the target in the first 
minute, 

Four minutes later Grella 
and Kresimir Marusic com- 
bined to set up Markovski 
with a header that flew just 
wide. 

Big ‘Jonesy’ and Andy 
Viahos caused the Sharks all 
sorts of problems - Markovski 
produced one of his trademark 
free kicks from 20 metres, 
which struck the inside of the 
post in the 28th minute, 

Carlton’s speed merchant 
full-back, Robert Trajkovski, 
also penetrated the Sharks’ 
defence but his effort flew just 
‘over the crossbar. 

Adelaide created their first 
clear cut opportunity in the 
39th minute, as a Nathan Day 
strike forced keeper Dean 


Anastasiadis into a fine save. 

After all the missed oppor- 
tunities, Carlton finally found 
themselves on the scoreboard. 
Marcus Stergiopoulos set up 
the nippy Andy Vlahos, who 
headed the ball home in the 
first minute of the second half. 

The goal, however, seemed 
to spur Adelaide on as they 
piled on the pressure in search 
of an equaliser. Day and 
Cardozo continually causing 
Carlton problems. 

Tt came as no surprise when 
Adelaide scored an equalising 
goal just three minutes from 
time. 


Cardozo produced some of 
his trademark magic when he 
struck a free kick from 25 
metres into the top corner, 
giving Anastasiadis no 
chance. 

Krncevic was not pleased 
after the game, mentioning 
that he was disappointed that 
Carlton threw the game away, 

“The first 45 minutes we 
were all over them. After we 
scored the goal there was no 
sense of urgency and it was a 
pretty bad performance in the 


second half,” ended a frustrat- 
ed Kmeevic. 


‘| 1 Banini (MK) 
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Pablo Cardozo: His superb free-kick saved siniig 
Shai 


COSMOS: Giannasea, — 
Dee, Roberts, Zelic, 
Moric, Hunter, Kelly, 
Musitano (Prenzoski 
38), Buljan, Popovieh 
(Wilson 45), 


Haythornthwaite 


SCORERS: 

ae ‘Chipperfield 
36, 40, 55, Masi 21, 

aes 30, Surjan 49, 


Younis 85 


ba 


CROWD: 3,868 


POY» 
3.Chipperfield (WC), 
2.Ceccoli (WC) 

1 Masi (WC) 


KNIGHTS: Joe Didulica, 
Kovacevic, Jolic, Banini 
(Markovski 85), Marth, 
Pondeljak, Davidson, 
Vojtek, Kelic (Kutlesoyski 
82), John Didulics, Deak 
(Nastevski76). 


BREAKERS: Swancott, 
Sprod, Pryce, McManus 
(Edwards 78), Ironside, 


SCORERS: 
Knights: Pondeljak 1, 23, 
Kelie 40, Banini 76 

Breakers: Pryce 64 


CROWD : 3,200 
ca 

3 Pondeljak (MK) 
2 Jolie (MK) 


BLUES: Anastasiadis, 
Trajkovski, 
Stergiopeulos, 
Hunter, Douglas, 
a 
{Allsopp 67), 

Grella ae 
46), Markovskt 
(Bacak 87), 


SHARKS: Mikuletic, 
Castro, Tibaldi, 


ig, 
Tsekinis (Iandiorio 


85), Oliveira (Cutillo 
|, Misalaidis, 


BREAKS DROUGH 


[BRISBANE STRIKERS . 


«1 UTS OLYMPIC 


28: 


By Glenn Davis 

66They all count. Who 

cares how they go in 
but it’s a real honour to 
be in Kossy’s company.” 

On a great night for the 
beleaguered Brisbane Strikers, 
veteran Rod Brown joined his 
former Socceroo teammate, 
John Kosmina, as the coun- 
try’s all-time leading NSL 
scorer with a freakish goal 
against UTS Olympic, giving 
the Queenslanders their first 
home win of the season at 
Suncorp on Saturday night. 

Brown's 40th minute win- 
ner was tinged with controver- 
sy, as it rode off the back of a 
35 metre piledriver from skip- 
per Andy Harper, thereby 
deceiving Bobby Catlin in the 
UTS goal, 

“Harps, who is still search- 
ing for his first goal, easily 


had his best game since join- 
ing the Strikers. 

The game breaker - offi- 
cially attributed to Brown to 
give him 133 NSL goals dur- 
ing his career - was the high- 
light of an otherwise lacklus- 
tre match. 

Just before the break, 
Harper attempted a shot from 
35 metres, it took a wicked 
deflection off Brown's back, 
thereby deceiving Olympic 
keeper Bobby Caitlin low to 
his left. 

While many at the ground 
considered the goal to be 
Harper’s, referee Dade cor- 
rectly ruled in Brown’s 
favour. ‘ 

To his credit, the magnani- 
mous Harper refused to take 
credit for the goal and said 
Brown’s history making goal 
was not an issue with him, 

Brown began his NSL 


Players 
accountable, 
not Venables 


Dear Sir, 

find the attitude of many 
people within Australian soc- 
cer circles and the media, 
absolutely appalling follow- 
ing Australia’s recent draw 
with Iran at the MCG. To wit- 
ness on television people such 
as the indignified Frank Arok, 
with far lesser coaching cre- 
dentials than ‘Terry Venables, 
blaming Venables for our 
World Cup exit was, in my 
opinion, insulting. If account- 
ability has to be laid any- 
where, it is at the feet of our 
own players — NOT 
Venables, David Hill or any- 
one else, 

And to the players I have 
only this to say — they made 
me and, I believe, the whole 
of Australia, proud with their 
superb display of positive 
soccer. My heart goes out to 
every player who wore the 
green and gold with such 
pride, especially some of the 
older players like Robbie 
Slater, Alex Tobin and 
Graham Amold. 

Critics should realise that 
in Soccer, as in life, results 
cannot be guaranteed — we 
can only do our best and I feel 
that everybody involved in 
our positive World Cup cam- 
paign is to be commended. 
Anyone questioning Soccer 
Australia’s wisdom in hiring 
Terry Venables as coach 
should ask the players what 


they think. I am sure the 
response would be over- 
whelmingly positive. 

Although I am still sad- 
dened by the end result, I feel 
fortunate to have witnessed a 
sporting spectacle with such 
passion and drama. 

The highlight undoubtedly 
was bringing thousands of 
people from all nationalities, 
with AUSTRALIAN flags in 
hand, getting behind AUS- 
TRALIA. This alone proved 
that there are countless peo- 
ple, like myself, who WANT 
to support AUSTRALIAN 
soccer, but cannot and will 
not attempt to relate to teams 
clinging onto their ethnic 
roots, 

‘An excellent example 
being Marconi, who want to 
create a ‘sistership’ with 
teams like Parma or Lazio, 
and in the process alienate all 
non-Italian people. 

To the people who are 
keeping the great game of 
Soccer shackled to the ground 
in Australia — it is time for 
the game to become AUS- 
TRALIAN. Not English, not 
Italian, not Greek nor 
Croatian. 

To David Hill, 1 offer you 
my sympathies and sincerely 
question whether all your 
effort is worth the trouble. 

Neil Macpherson, 
Wantirna South 
Victoria 


career back in 1983, and after 
14 years at the top, is now cer- 
tain to break Kosmina’s 
record and set a new bench- 
mark which may take years to 


eclipse. 

The Strikers clearly domi- 
nated the visitors in the first 
half, but memories of their 
injury time defeat by 
Melbourne Knights last month 
came flooding back as 
Olympic pressed hard after the 
break. 


The visitors almost 
snatched the equaliser in the 
65th minute, when Harper 
headed a goal bound header 
off the line from a Peter 
‘Tsekenis effort. 

However, fortune was 
finally on the champions’ side 
as an Eric Hristodoulou thun- 
derbolt, nine minutes from the 
end, was superbly kept out by 
Clint Bolton. 


And two minutes later 
Olympic’s teenage sensation, 
substitute Nick Carle, hit the 
underside of the crossbar from 
close range. In the end it was 
not to be for a gallant Olympic 
side, 

Strikers coach Frank Farina 
was philosophical about his 
side’s break through at home 
for the first time this season. 

“We've played better and 
lost, but that’s how it goes 
sometimes,” he said. 

“They had more chances 
overall and we gave posses- 
sion away too many times, but 
I'll take the result,” ended a 
relieved Farina. 

It finally appears that the 
Strikers’ fortunes are starting 
to tur around with this, their 
second win in a row, on a 
night when Rod Brown, one 
of the game's greatest, made 
history. 


PERICSSON 


Gwynne, Laybutt © 
(Blackford 74m), 
Zoricich, § Cranni 
Hews, Packer 
(Meredith 74), T 
Cranney, Farina, 
Harper, Brown (Knipe 
Tim). 


OLYMPIC: Catlin, 


Tsekenis, Emerton, 
(Augerinos 70), De 
Marigny, Ardone 
(Hristodoutou 76), 
Hussein, Bayhan 
(Carle 66), Eagleton, 


SCORER: 
Strikers: Brown 40 


CROWD: 3,457 


1 Tsekenis Urs) 


Rod Brown: Has now joined John Kosmina as the 


NSL's all-time leading scorer. 


Dear John Letter 


Dear Sir, 

I would like to write a “Dear John’ letter to 
Mr Hill. 

Mr Hill, what a great show you put on at the 
MCG, it made one think of the Grand Final of 
Aussie Rules. This extravaganza of entertain- 
ment was not necessary, but a Socceroo win 
WAS! 

Australia would be heading to France 98 if 
we had played the game in Sydney. The 
Oceania qualifiers played all the matches in 
Sydney, this was their home base, so why did 
you have to rock the boat for our most impor- 
tant game in history? 

Mr Hill, you made Iran very welcome. Their 
flag was lowered down onto the arena by a 
parachutist, their national anthem was sung by 
an Iranian choir etc. Did Italy do the same for 
Russia or Belgium for Ireland? 

OF COURSE NOT! 

T think I speak for tens of thousands of fans 
when saying: “No more Mr Hill.” 

No more using our great game to elevate 
your political desires, nor, selling our game to 
the non-purist ‘one match wonder’ supporters, 
nO more wasting money on overseas coaches 
when the likes of Mitchell, Farina or Kosmina 
would coach for peanuts, no more using a 
cricket ground for soccer matches and keeping 
the crowd a mile away from the play, no more 
making our opponents feel they are at home 
(leave the respect up to our players on the 
field). 

How dare you say that Australia has lost 
important games in the past, with a smile on 
your face. 

This time we were expected to win against a 


lesser opposition. Now there are people saying 
that next year's game against Brazil, and the 
Olympic Final, are to be played at the MCG as 


NOT 
SHOCKED 


well. Dear Sir, needs right now is for Hill and 
Did you miss the boat Mr Hill? Let me honestly say that, Co. to admit they have failed, 
Where were you when we played Argentina unlike the rest of the nation, 1 disclose the money squandered 
inSydncy (ecord crawayt was not upset and shocked at — in the last few years and then 


Let's face it, you're not a purist when it 
comes to scecer, try to understand the emotion 
and feelings of the true blue soccer supporter. 

Our dream turned into a nightmare. 

Thope you, and your directors, learned a les- 
son on Saturday night. That is: All we wanted 
fo see was Australia make the World Cup, the 
bank balance may be in the black but the 


the Socceroos’ failure to qualify 
for the World Cup Finals one 
more time, 

It’s true to say we are 
improving, and moving up the 
world rankings, but let’s be 
realistic, we never have, and 
never will, compete with the 


resign! 

Only then will I stop laugh- 
ing and respect Australian soc- 
cer, 

Danny Davis, 
Mornington, Vie 


Editor's note: 


emptiness inside is unbearably painful, great nations of World Powerful statement certainly 
DCefai, Football. but perhaps ‘laughing’ at the 
Greystanes, NSW After hearing David Hill and sport in this country is taking 


Editor's note: 
Obviously you are writing from the heart 
but don’t underestimate Iran’s feelings either. 


Terry Venables arrogantly 
boast about going to France 
during the past year or so, I had 
to laugh last Saturday when 


things too far, It will have suit- 
ed ARL and AFL, who can 
now breathe a little easier once 
more, the sighs of relief ema- 


They ted to get the ‘right result” also but | their dream failed, nating from their respective 
calf Meares noni ce eee Who are Hill and Venables HQs must have been heard 
T do not make light of the enormous impact | "ying to fool? around the country. 


that result will make on the game in this coun- 
try, damage limitation springs to mind, but not 
all the blame can be levelled at Soccer 
Australia, David Hill, Terry Venables and/or 
the players. Our biggest problem is the system 
we operate under and that is what should 
‘resign’. 

It has been, over several years, a matter of 
‘trial and error’. We've trialed and erred but 
the day will come when everything falls into 
place, sooner rather than later, hopefully. 
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What Australian soccer 


CENTRAL COAST 
*COASTIES’ 


Senior trials 


are now taking 


place. 
Wednesday evenings 7pm, 
Hylton Moore Park, 


Wattle Street, 
EAST GOSFORD 


Potential U/ 


18, U/21, and 


First Grade players are invited 
to attend. 
For further info contact: 
Nick MouLals 


on 041 222 3848 
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quad No 
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® records all match details ie. lineup sama pertes* ——— 
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y 


® league ladders, cup competitions, er = sf Seer cone 
penalty shoot-outs ——— 
® player profiles including photographs " ‘Soccer Star ' is the most exciting product 
+s to hit World Soccer in years. Players of 
® club details incl. club emblem all ages can follow their careers from 
isti iti Australia... to Italy | Plus, supporters can 
@ statistical data on sa ios monitor the performance of their favourite 
players, goalscorers etc. overseas teams and players. “Soccer Star‘ 
@ the ultimate database is a must for football lovers “. 
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Due to Les Murray's overseas com- 
mitments, his column will be back 
again next week, when he discusses 
Australia's exit from the World Cup 


Bill Tarner Cap Ideals 


qualifiers. ning, as ‘Area Managers’, TIP, at no time has the execu- From Soccer Australia’s one itis, ‘cream will always leagues. 
through out the various geo- tive committee of the Bill Coaching Executive, Jim rise to the surface’. It is natural for all to aspire 
graphical regions. Turner Cup ever laid exclu- Selby, to every state's That ‘cream’ may be seen to the highest level of course, 


the eastern seaboard, and not ‘There are a staggering 735 sive claim for discovering tal- Director of Coaching, through _at Junior Club, School, Senior and so they should, but for 


By Micky Brock only exists, but gathers in size entrants and 735 coaches, who ented players. Such a state- to the people who take an School, College, University, most, it will be to recognise 
wne of the major pur- and strength - this past year come almost exclusively from ment would be an absolute interest in the U/6 players, State Premier League or their potential and settle into 
OR behind the alone saw'735 entries inte the the school staff. (Don’t forget, nonsense. they all genuinely contribute. National League. And who their chosen grade and enjoy 
Topper Bill Turner Cup is competition these teachers must also have ‘This honour must go the To this list, the schools cares? Provided it is actually many years of rewarding 
that of a ‘Talent es heart warming to see understanding with their club coaches, to whom we all must never be forgotten. It is seen must be the real issue. Football. 
Identification Program’ former entrants - both boys ®OUBtetparts who step in to owe a great debt of gratitude clear that players can develop ‘The Bill Tumer Cup has, 3s Consequently, the 
(TIP), a necessary part of and girls- who goon to repre- ®VE classes when the teams and, without whom, the game under a variety of environ- one of its major platforms, the Executive looks at the Bill 
‘ourspores Gay ie ed es country at the high. aT Playing away in midweek would grind oa halt. ments and, no matter which TIP. It must be remembered Turner Cup as complementing 
Certainly it is gratifying est level. Itis a source of pride matches). that not even one in 5,000 will the Associations, State and 
that a country like Australia, for the organisers Naheneuch a ‘The support of the parents ever make it to the Socceroos National Leagues, and not in 
Whose primary sports appear player is only too happy to ca” never be underestimated TOPPER or Matildas, so what is meant any way as the ‘opposition’, 
centred around a minute pro- recount their experiences to cit, plus the generous help by Talent Identification? __ ALL non-school bodies are 
portion of participation, and the media, recalling that they  9f club officials and an ever It should be seen in terms invited to watch the school 
where soccer is kept low key’ too played for their school iz Helpful media. The list can go of certain levels, Many players games and, perhaps, view 
in the media, has such an the Bill Tumer Cup on aud oh but without the us usune to Play f Sti gem tn aehuy aliierent 
ti pe : smallest of components, the 'remier League level while way in terms of the Talent 
Topper Bil Tuner Cup. qari epec ore fur tects wouldsimpy ott. PSL, TURNER CUP) tress myorty vit tind Wdeniteaton Progra. 
It already covers most of teers help to conduct its run- However, returning to the their own leyels in other 


Soccer Far North Coast (SFNC) 


By Micky Brock within the vicinity. ting up the players’ penalty for the trip to see how things thus enabling me to attend the For further information 1997, The address is: PO Box 
ERY ees But why can an area flour- points and sending out warn- are done and to check out the game and find out for myself about SFNC, you could write 51, Lismore, NSW 2480. 
hat once was the ish so readily while others ings about impending suspen- local football scene, with a the extent that football is alive and ask for the informative Congratulations to all at 
local Lismore struggle? sions! Special thanks to Hazelton and kicking (pardon the pun!) and well produced Yearbook, SFNC and keep up the good 
Soccer Association has The organising committee OK, so other committees Airlines for locating a seat, _ in that neck of the woods. celebrating their 50th year in work. 
grown and prospered of ‘Soccer Far North Coast’, and organisations can boast 
under the diligent efforts like many other dotted around pretty much the same set-up, 
of-a select band, Over the the country, work tirelessly to. but if they can’t, perhaps they 
years, not only has the promote the code for no — should take these people as an 
name changed to the reward other than the pleasure example, 
above, but the game has of a job well done. Maybe the way to get 
flourished in the succulent Indeed, at the recent — things done is by being a vol- 
Surroundings of the area. Australia y China Women’s _unteer? The only paid mem- 
Lismore is an area that can international, to all and ber, secretary Julie Clifford, 
lay claim to Australian soccer sundry, it was a case of turn- gives more of her time than 
over the years, with ing up at Oakes Oval, watch- payment allows, and the same 
present internationals Lisa jing the game, getting the auto- can be said of everyone else, 
Casagrande and Craig Foster, graphs and going home. in particular, Doug Edwards. 
proudly flying the flag for the This is in complete contrast This gentleman - a term 
nation in their respective sides {9 the committee, who found _used freely - has probably 
+» and it doesn’t stop there! out late in the day that some done more for football in 
With around 5,000 plus forty chairs needed to be Lismore over the last ‘ahem’ 
registered players in the area, placed around the pitch for the years than most others. He has 
they are the first to admit they band to use, the flag of each seen the sport grow, and has 
would be ‘pushing it’ to field pation had to be located and guided it through the difficult 
4 team capable of taking the hoisted, several other func- times, especially when in dis- 
NSW Super League by storm, tions had to be performed and agreement with the former 
but that could rapidly change all, on top of organising the ASF. 


in the near future, logi crowd, security, facilities, Garry Butts, his one failing 
notwithstanding. entertainment and ensuring a in life is to be a follower of 

The district has a host of good time was had by all. Tottenham Hotspur (poor fel- 
clubs: Goonellabah, Eureka To say that not many would low!), carries the title of 
and District, Evans Head, have noticed the flurry of ‘Chairman’, but could not 
Grafton, Kyogle, Dunoon, action prior to the game would cope without the able band 
Alstonville, — Bangalow, prove that all involved did the that makes SFNC a shipshape 
Ballina, Brunswick Valley, job to perfection, with a mini- and steady vessel: Sylvia 
Byron Bay, Casino and jum of fuss; more speed, less Hammond (finance), Robert 


strict, Dungarubba, to name haste? Pierce (registrations), Colleen 
buta few! The offices of SFNC are Wills (competitions), Jim SE IOR CITIZENS 
It points to the fact that tiny, however it is a hive of Underhill (judiciary), Peter 


football, to give its proper activity and anyone believing Smith (player development), 
term, is very much on the that rural Australians are Darrell Lavis (properties), 


increase in the area and, toadd ‘hicks’ had better think again. Mark Robinson (media) and , é 
to this, on a recent fact finding The compact computer system last but not least, George ac cll ear ~ 
mission, it was difficult, no constantly whirrs into life, Green (Projects Director). 


impossible, to spot any rugby running to maximum poten- _Tt is to SFNC, and in partic- dés afefeastuted RING NOW 


league and/or union pitches tial, even to the point of tot- ular Mr Green, I must thank 


<5 


ticse Nsw 203% 
a 
‘PHT I660 S736 


TRAVEL AGENCY 


Doing the Business: L-R: Doug Edwards, Sylvia Hammond and Garry Butts. 
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TRI-NATION SERIES 


AUSTRALIA......0.0000002 CHINA... 


What They Said... 


1) [think this win means a lot of different 
things to different people. 

"It gives us great respect around the world in 
regards to our standing. In Australia, the people 
funding the sport realise it is worthwhile 
putting money into it, that we are close to the 
top teams in the world. 

"Taking the series to regional centres meant 
lots of young girls were able to see the top 
teams in the world, and for us to win made it all 
that much better. For the players themselves, 
this will give them a great amount of confi- 
dence going into the qualifiers.” 

Greg Brown, National Coach 


1) A prominent journalist recently 

jescribed the gap between Australia 
and the leading nations as being “as distant 
as it has always been". 

"T think this result, following the away victo- 
ry against Sweden, has shown we're well on 
target to be a competitive force in the 1999 
World Cup and 2000 Olympic Games. This is 
particularly so given the pending AIS program 
and the natural improvements that that will 
bring.” 

Warren Fisher, Chief Executive, AWSA 


" yr ecstatic, it was overwhelming, but 
I thought we had it in us, 

"After we watched them against New 
Zealand, I thought they were very cocky, which 
was in our favour, Plus, I thought we wanted it 
more,” 

Kim Revell 


1) Tijumped in the air and had a grin from 
ear to ear, 
“I think my heart stopped there for a minute 
when the whistle went. It was unbelievable.” 
Alicia Ferguson 


W Ike been in the national squad for a 
fair while now, so it was very emotion- 
al for me. 
"T think I had tears in my eyes there on the 
bench.” 
Lisa Casagrande (injured for final) 


" I was awesome — the best feeling. 
Beating a team like that takes a lot of 
team effort and a lot of guts. 
"We took it to ‘em and we won." 
Belinda Kitching 


J! It was pretty fantastic for me to score a 

goal, I don’t do that often, In an 
important game like that, it was really fan- 
tastic. 

"Beating China, I don’t think it has actually 
sunk in yet that we won. Not until a couple of 
days later did I realise we'd really beaten the 
second team in the world.” 

Sarah Cooper. 


IV T[twas a really hard game, and hearting 
the final whistle was magic to the ears 
because they're such a great team. 
"It was definitely worth all the hard work in 
the heat.” 
Cheryl Salisbury 


If Tt was like nothing we've ever done 
before. 
“And there's plenty more of them to come I 
think!" 
Bridgette Starr 


1) T[was ecstatic. It just goes to show, with 

ard work and determination, any- 
thing's possible.” 
Shelley Youman 


1) Tit was the highlight of my career so far 
— I just felt like crying, 
"T think it brought the team together totally 
— the best win ever," 
Katrina Boyd 


" 


t was the greatest victory in 
\ustr alian Women’s Soccer history. 
‘The really pleasing thing was it being a 
squad effort, every pcs contributed off and 
on the pitch.” 
Anissa Tann-Darby 


‘Sarah Cooper: Bottled up the cocky Chinese. 


omen’s Program 
Stands Tall 


he tragedy that was. 

Everyone in the 
Australian Soccer communi- 
ty, indeed, the sporting com- 
munity at large, felt the 
huge void, the unbearable 
devastation when Iran 
scored their second goal 
against the Socceroos at the 
MCG to snatch away the 
dream of the coveted World 
Cup berth. 

‘The worst possible scenario 
has slapped Australian soccer 
in the face, yet no-one really 
considered the unthinkable 
would ever happen. And with 
good reason. 

Here was the Socceroos’ 
most high profile squad, pep- 
pered with full-time overseas 
personalities, and with a 
world-class coach. Their qual- 
ification path was the easiest 
of any nation, and the number 
of places for France ‘98 had 
been increased by eight, to 
total 32, 

But the fact remains, 
Australia once again failed to 
reach the World Cup Finals. 

There are lessons to be 
learnt from this experience, 
for everyone involved in the 
game, Perhaps the signs were 
clearly there to be seen all 
along? 

‘Amidst the soul searching 
and post-mortems, it is inter- 
esting to note the sort of 
issues now coming to light. 

And to compare the direc- 
tion women’s soccer elite has 
taken of recent times. 

Not wanting to grandstand 
or take a swipe at Men's foot- 
ball when it is down on its 
knees, these observations are 
made with no malice intend- 
ed. 


@ The Socceroos 
lacked regular interna- 
tional competition: 

Over the last year, the 
Socceroos have played 14 
times, with 12 wins and two 
draws. The Australian 
Women’s team has contested 
16 international during 1997, 
recording six wins, one draw 
and nine losses. 


@ The Socceroos 

played few matches 

against top flight 
sition: 

Of the 12 matches leading 
up to the clashes with Iran, the 
Socceroos only opponents of 
note were Tunisia and South 
Korea, plus a very under- 
strength Norway. 

Of the Matildas 16 match- 
es, four were against the num- 
ber one team in the world, 
USA, two against second- 
ranked China, one against 
number three Norway and one 


against sixth placed Sweden, 
all fielding full strength sides. 

Gaining international expe- 
rience from playing the best 
teams is of utmost importance 
if Australia is to show 
improvement and climb up the 
ladder to be a competitive 
force. 

There must be a purpose 
in putting together one’s 
international schedule, all 
with long term central focus, 
A certain amount of risk- 
taking is a necessity, and 
results are not the immediate 
issue. 

Just as much, if not more, 
can be learned from losing 
against a top team than com- 
fortably beating a mediocre 
side. The highs and lows are 
equally a vital part in the 
development of a team 
aspiring for greater heights. 


@ The Socceroos 
lacked match experi- 
ence in pressure situa- 
tions/major tourna- 
ments: 

Every four years, the 
Socceroos are expected to, all 
of a sudden, perform and 
qualify for the World Cup, in 
matches which present totally 
different pressures and atmos- 
phere to any of the experi- 
ences of their preparation. 

‘Their program has tended 
to focus more on the playing 
of ‘friendlies’ rather than test- 
ing tournament play. 

The Matildas this year 
again played in the prestigious 
US Women’s tournament, and 
hosted its own Tri-Nations 
‘tournament. 

The pressures and situa- 
tions confronting both players 
and coaches in top level play 
is not something that can be 
recreated elsewhere. 

More than ever in these 
modern times, a sound atti- 
tude and mental toughness is 
‘equally as important as an ath- 
letes skills and talent. So too, 
the experiences of playing 
away from home and touring 
asa team. 

All this is not to say the 
Australian women are sitting 


pretty. 

There is still a long road 
ahead, despite all the excite- 
ment of defeating China. 
Continual improvement must 
be the key, and a daily 
reminder to the task at hand. 

The Socceroos final stum- 
ble to take the prize must also 
serve as an important lesson 
to the Matildas, that nothing 
in football is a certainty. 

Four minutes of poor play 
shattered their dream. In the 
end, it’s only the result that 
matters. 


With the Women's World 
Cup qualifiers scheduled for 
next October in Auckland, 
nothing can be taken for 
granted. History shows that 
New Zealand has once before 
denied us a place at the World 
Cup, back in 1990. 

The Kiwis would have 
returned home from their per- 
formances in the Tri-Nations 
series filled with confidence. 
Although they lost both their 
matches, New Zealand’s 
courage and determination 
saw them with two clear scor- 
ing chances in the opening 
five minutes against Australia, 
and two more near misses in 
the remainder of the game, 


plus a couple that thumped the 
woodwork. 

‘Any of these chanced con- 
verted may well have set up 
‘an upset win for the visitors, 

So too, the Kiwis caused 
a number of headaches for 
the Chinese with a late fight 
back, scoring a goal and 
coming close on a couple of 
occasions to putting away a 
second. 

Yet, although not of the 
technical ability of their oppo- 
nents, the passion displayed 
by the New Zealand team car- 
ried them through, Football is 
the most passionate of 
games, never underestimate 
its power. 


EASTERN SUBURBS 
SOCCER CLUB 


NSW SOCCER FEDERATION 


FIRST DIVISION WOMEN 


Applications are invited for the 
position of First Grade Coach of 
our Women's team 


Fax APPLICATIONS TO 
JOHN VELTHUYS 


(02) 9896 2653 


For FURTHER INFORMATION 


@ 018 271712 


SPORTS CLUB 


COACH WANTED 


for 


WOMEN'S STATE LEAGUE ist Gd 


Excellent opportunity for Level 2 coach interested in 
the Women's game. 
Great junior player base, strong 1998 recruitment, 
stable club and excellent support staff. 


PLAYER POSITIONS STILL OPEN 


in Women's State League and in Men's 
Premier League 
(Gladesville Hornsby Comp) 
FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT: 
Jeff Saul 9807 251401015 951 491 
or write to: PO Box 232 Gladesville 2111 


Jointly sponsored by Brad Garlick Ford, Ryde 
& Tedesco's Tailoring Chatswood 
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ENGLAND 
PREMIER LEAGUE 
AVilla 3. Coventry 0 
Collymore 21 
Hendrie 71 
Joachim 85 
Blackburn 3. Bolton 1 
Gallacher 4 Frandsen 84 
Sutton 21 
Wilcox 90 
Derby County 2 WestHamUtd 0 
Sturridge 10, 49 
Leeds Utd 0. Everton 0 
Leicester 1 Crystal Palace 1 
Izzet 90 Padovano 43 
Liverpool 1 Man Utd 3 
Fowler 60p Cole 51, 74 
Beckham 70 
Newcastle Utd 0 Arsenal 1 
Wright 36 
Tottenham 1 Chelsea 6 
Vega 43 Flo 40, 63, 85 
Di Matteo 48, 
Petruscu 59, 
Nicholls 78 
PWD LFA Pts 
Man Uid 1711 4 2 43:13. 37 
Chelsea 1711 1 5 41 18 34 
Bbun 179 6 2 3018 33 
Arsenal 178 6 3 3118 30 
Leeds 179 3 5 2619 30 
Leicester 177 6 4 2215 27 
Derby 168 2 6 3024 26 
Liverpool 167 4 5 2717 25 
Nrcastle 157 3 5 1819 24 
WestHaml7 7 1 9 2428 22 
AVilla 176 3 8 1923 21 
CPalace 175 5 7 1722 20 
W'don 165 4 7 1821 19 
Bolton 174 7 6 1324 19 
ShefWed 165 3 8 2837 18 
Coventry 173 8 6 1324 17 
Soton 165 1 102026 16 
Totham 174 4 9 1428 16 
Everton 173 4 101627 13 
Bamsley 164 1 111443 13 
DIVISION ONE 
Bury 0. Middlesbrough 1 
Crewe 2 Huddersfield 5 
Man C 0 Wolverhampton 1 
Norwich 2 Sheff Utd 1 
N. Forest 2 Bradford 2 
Port Vale 0 Birmingham = 
P'mouth 2 Stoke 0 
QPR 0. Sunderland 1 
Reading 2. Chariton 0 
Swindon 4 Oxford Utd 1 
Tranmere 1 Ipswich 1 
WBA 3. Stockport 2 
PWD LFA Pts 
Mid’boro 2112 6 3 35.17 42 
N. Forest 2112 6 3 3418 42 
WBA 2112 4 5 2517 40 
SheffU 2010 8 2 3018 38 
Swindon 21 11 4 6 3028 37 
Sund'land209 6 5 3021 33 
Charlton 209 5 6 3828 32 
Stockport 219 5 7 3529 32 
Wolves 209 5 6 2522 32 
Bradford 217 9 5 2121 30 
Blham 217 7 7 2117 28 
QPR 217 6 8 2633 27 
Port Vale 217 5 9 2526 26 
Stoke 217 5 9 2428 26 
Norwich 217 5 9 2031 26 
Reading 216 6 9 2131 24 
Tranmere 206 4 102729 22 
ManCity 215 6 1023 25 21 
Ipswich 204 9 7 2224 21 
Buy 214 9 8 2130 21 
OxfordU 215 5 112432 20 
Hud'field 21.5 5 1121 34 20 
Crewe 215 3 132436 18 
P'mouth 194 5 102330 17 
DIVISION THREE 
Scarborough Rochdale 0 
16 


FA CUP 
ROUND UP 


ee by their French connection, 
Walsall recorded their biggest away 
win for 50 years to lay to waste 
Macelesfield’s FA Cup dreams, 7-0. 

But Walsall manager Jan Sorenson want- 
ed more: “With a bit more luck we might 
have had double figures,” he mused. 

Roger Boli, brother of the French interna- 
tional Basil, opened the scoring in the 21st 
minute with a sweet drive from 18 yards, 
The Midlanders earned their first of two 
penalties in the 34th minute, which John 
Hodge converted. 

Moments after the break Adrian Viveash 
nodded home from close range. The 
Cheshire side were reduced to ten men in 
the 57th minute as Efe Sodje clipped Boli’s 
wings in the box - the striker getting up off 
the floor to score from the spot. 

Two superbly-taken goals from Gary 
Porter had the home crowds flowing out of 
the gates, But worse was to follow as John 
Hodge transported the visiting contingent to 
seventh heaven with the final strike in injury 
time. 

Cup fighters Hereford, of the Vauxhall 
Conference, stunned Third Division 
Colchester by earning a thoroughly 
deserved replay with a 1-1 draw. 

Man of the Match was Hereford’s striker 
Neil Grayson; a $50,000 bargain signing 
from Northampton in the close season. 
Grayson was a continual scourge to an off- 
key Colchester defence, and it was he who 
came up with the golden equalising goal 
after 61 minutes to cancel out Colchester’s 
tenth minute opener, courtesy of midfielder 
David Gregory. 

Super-sub Alan Carey stretched 
Basingstoke's epic FA Cup run to an 1th 
game, and won the Hampshire part-timers a 
place in the third round draw as they drew 
1-1 at Northampton. 

Carey had only been on the field five 
minutes when he latched onto a lucky rico- 
chet in the Northampton box to rifle home a 
75th-minute equaliser past home keeper 
‘Andy Woodman. 

Darren Roberts was both hero and villain 
as Darlington ended Conference high flyers 
Hednesford’s hopes of more FA Cup glory 
with a 1-0 win, 

Roberts scored the all important goal in a 
pulsating Cup tie only to be dismissed with- 
in seconds of putting himself on the score 
sheet 


. 

After both sides had squandered chances 
galore in the first half, Preece then stood 
firm producing a stunning display of goal- 
Keeping to thwart Hednesford on no less 
than eight occasions during the final 30 
minutes. 

Third Division leaders Lincoln City 
stayed in the FA Cup, thanks to a goal in the 
eighth minute of stoppage time, to draw 2-2. 

Time looked to have run out for John 
Beck's team, after striker Deiniol Graham 
gave the non-leaguers the lead with five 
minutes of normal time left. 

But former Emley player, Colin Alcide, 
fired over a cross and Terry Fleming 
his second goal of the game from just six 

ards. 
Kevin Keegan eagerly anticipated a pos- 
sible FA Cup trip to former club Newcastle 
after Fulham squeezed past nine-man 
Southend 1-0. 

Keegan said: “It was hardly a classic but 
at least we are in the hat for the third round. 
‘When I was at Newcastle we always wanted 
a small club at home, now we want a big 
club away - just like Newcastle.” 

Fulham made heavy weather of knocking 
out Southend, who had goalkeeper Simon 
Royce and substitute Ben Lewis sent off by 
referee Barry Knight. 


Cambridge 1 Stevenage Boro 1 
Cardiff City 3 Hendon 1 
Chelt’ham 1 Boreham Wood 1 
Colchester 1 Hereford Utd 1 
Fulham 1 Southend 0 
Grimsby 2 Chesterfield 2 
Hed'sford T 0. Darlington 1 
Lincoln 2 Emley 2 


MacclesfId 0 Walsall il 
North'ton 1 Basingstoke 1 
Oldham A 2 Blackpool 1 
Peterboro 3. Dagenham 2 
Preston NE 2. NottS Cty 2 
Rotherham 6 King’sLymn 0 
Scunthorpe 1 Ikeston Town 1 
Wigan A 2 York City 1 
Wisbech 0. Bristol 3 
Chester 0 Wrexham 2 
ITALY 


uventus slashed Inter Milan’s lead 

in Serie A from four to two points 
as the champions beat Lazio 2-1 and 
10-man Inter drew 1-1 with 
Sampdoria. 

Ronaldo gave Inter the lead and neatly 
scored a magnificent second, but Gigi 
Simoni’s side finished the day with 27 
points from 11 matches, just two clear of 
Marcello Lippi’s Juventus on 25. 

Ronaldo opened the scoring after nine 
minutes, drivigg the ball home after a neat 
‘one-two with Argentine Diego Simeone. 

After the two he scored for fun in 
‘Thursday's exhibition match in Marseille 
before the World Cup draw, it was the ninth 
in 1 league games for the 21-year-old 
Brazilian, 

But it was all square on the half-hour, 
after former Lazio skipper, Giuseppe 
Signori, celebrated his debut for Sampdoria 
by earning a penalty from new Inter defend- 
et Francesco Colonnese. 

Vincenzo Montella made no mistake with 
the spot-kick and ten minutes later Simeone 
was given his marching orders for a second 
bookable offence. 

Inter were on the ropes and within a 
minute midfielder Francesco Moriero had to 
clear off their line as Sampdoria went look- 
ing for the knockout blow before the break. 

Ronaldo won a standing ovation from the 
Genoa crowd towards the end for a magnifi- 
cent run, beating three men on his way from 
the left to the middle before keeper Fabrizio 
Ferron denied him a stunning winner. 

In Turin, two goals from Alessandro Del 
Piero were enough for Juventus against a 
Lazio side who had a player sent off. 

Juve took the lead in the 14th minute 
after Lazio goalkeeper Luca Marchegiani 
parried a golden opportunity for Filippo 
Inzaghi, only for Del Piero to swoop on the 
rebound. 


The match was all level in the 25th 
minute when Juventus defender, Moreno 
Torricelli, felled Czech midfielder Pavel 
Nedved in the penalty area and Lazio’s 
Dario Marcolin converted the spot-kick. 

But Juventus were back in front less than 
ten minutes later, after Marchegiani was 
judged to have tripped Del Piero as the 
Juventus striker tried to round the Lazio 
keeper. 

Del Piero took his revenge from the 
penalty spot, bringing up his seventh goal of 
the season, and minutes later Inzaghi hit the 

for the second time as the Black and 
Whites tumed the screw. 


GERMANY 


Ve Stuttgart kept pace with the 
leaders by winning 3-1 at lowly 
1860 Munich in an eventful First 
Division match. 

Stuttgart went 1-0 down when striker 
Bernhard Winkler scored for the home side 
in the tenth minute, but ten minutes from 
time were down a man after midfielder 
Marco Haber was sent-off for a second 
bookable offence. 

In between, Romanian striker Florin 
Raducioiu leveled in the 62nd and an own 
goal from Guido Gorges gave the visitors a 
2-1 lead three minutes later. 

Nigerian striker Jonathan Akpoborie 
scored a minute from time, thus sealing a 
win which allowed third placed Stuttgart to 
close to within three points of second placed 
Bayern Munich. 
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Champions Bayern dropped behind lead- 
ers Kaiserslautern by losing 2-0 away to the 
south-westerners in  top-of-the-table clash. 

Last season’s runners-up Bayern 
Leverkusen, and UEFA Cup holders 
Schalke 04 fought out a goaless draw at 
Leverkusen to stay fourth and fifth respec- 
tively. 


W Bremen 2. Karlsruhe 4 
1860 Munich 1 Stuttgart 3 
A Bielefeld 0 Bochum 2 
Leverkusen 0. Schalke 0 
Duisburg 2. Cologne 2 
B.M’gladbach 1 Hamburg 1 
Kaiserslautern 2B Munich 0 
PWD LFA Pts 
Kilauten 18 13 3 2 3921 42 
B.Munic 1810 5 3 3721 35 
Stuttgart 189 5S 4 3822 32 
Lkusen 188 6 4 3422 30 
Schalke 188 6 4 2015 30 
HansaR 177 3 7 2724 24 
Duisburg -18 7 3 8 2224 24 
Wolfsbur 177 2 8 2225 23 
Karlsruhe 186 5 7 3136 23 
HerthaB 176 4 7 2126 22 
W.Brem 186 4 8 2129 22 
BorDort 175 6 6 2624 21 
Hamburg 185 5 8 2429 20 
1860Mun18 5 5 8 2233 20 
BorM'gl 184 7 7 2833 19 
A.Biele 186 1 112330 19 
Bochum 185 4 9 2330 19 
Cologne 185 2 112640 17 
SPAIN 


Bet went back to the top of 
‘the Spanish league after first half 
goals from Sergi and Rivaldo brought 
a 2-1 win at Real Zaragoza, while pre- 
vious leaders Real Madrid were held 
1-1 at Oviedo. 

‘Barca’s’ win gives them a two-point 
lead over their rivals, with the Catalan club 
having garnered 34 points from 15 games. 

Strike sensation Raul was on target for 
Real two minutes after the break but a Jesus 
Alvarez Gonzalez equalizer in the 88th 
minute meant the champions had to settle 
for a point ... and second spot for now. 

Atletico Madrid made it a better night for 
the capital with a 2-1 win over Sporting 
Gijon - cementing their third place, five 
points off the pace. 


Atletico Madrid 2 Sporting Gijon 1 
Real Zaragoza 1 ‘Barcelona 2 

PWD LFA Pts 
Barcelona 15 11 1 3 32 18 34 
RMadrid 149 4 1 2610 31 
AtMadrid15 8 5 2 3416 29 
RSocied 147 5 2219 26 
Espanyol 146 7 1 228 25 
Celta Vig 147 3 4 2418 24 
Oviedo 145 7 2 1616 22 
Mallorca 145 6 3 2112 21 
Zaragoza 155 5 5 2325 20 
Real Betis145 5 4 1820 20 
At Bilbaol4 4 7 3 1516 19 
RSanta 144 4 6 1418 16 
Merida 144 4 6 1119 16 
D.Conmal42 8 4 1516 14 
Composte 143. 5 6 2025 14 
Tenerife 143 4 7 1222 13 
Valladolidl4 3 4 7 1223 13 
Valencia 143 2 9 1121 11 
Salaman 142 4 8 6 18 10 
Sporting 150 2 0 1336 2 
PORTUGAL 


Busse international striker, 
'Ivaylo Iordanov, scored a morale- 
boosting goal as Sporting Lisbon beat 
Campomaiorense 2-0 in the 
Portuguese League. 

Tordanov came on as substitute.for only 
his second game since September after 
being diagnosed as suffering from multiple 
sclerosis. 

Tt was the Lisbon club’s first win in five 


matches and must have encouraged new 
coach Vicente Cantatore who was watching 
from the stands, 

The Argentine-born Chilean, sacked by 
Spain's Valladolid earlier this season, for- 
mally takes over the team next week, a 
month after previous trainer Octavio 
Machado quit saying he could not take the 
pressure. 

Sporting, who face Belgium's Lierse in 
the European Champions’ League, went 
ahead through lordanoy in the 63rd minute 
after a header from Brazilian striker 
Leandro Machado bounced back off the bar. 

Paraguay's Cesar Ramirez. added the sec~ 
cond in injury time, The win helped Sporting 
close the gap on leaders Porto, who were 
held to a surprising 2-2 away draw with 
Jowly Chaves. 

But the most impressive performance 
came from Vitoria Guimaraes, who fired 
five goals past Varzim to move into second 
place in the league with 25 points, three 
behind Porto. 

Sporting are joint third on 20 points with 
Rio Ave, who have one game in hand - 
Benfica are fifth with 19, 

After a goalless first half, Brazilian strik- 
er Edmilson Luceno of the floodgates 
for Guimaraes when he scored in the 57th 
minute, 

The second followed 16 minutes later 
through Basilio Almeida after a scramble in 
the goalmouth, The club's second Brazilian 
striker, Gilmar Estevan, made it three in the 
80th, with Belgian David adding a fourth 
two minutes later. Almeida got his second 
four minutes from time. 

Reigning champions Porto, who are seek- 
ing a fourth consecutive title, had to come 
from two goals down to secure an away 
draw at Chaves. 


Sporting Lisbon 2 Campo'rense 0 
Guimaraes 5 Varzim 6 
Chaves 2 Porto 2, 
Braga 3 Leca 1 
PWD LFA Pts 
Porto 128 4 0 2710 28 
Guimarae 128 1 3 208 25 
Sporting 125 $ 2 127 20 
RioAve 116 2 3 1917 20 
Benfica 115 4 2 148 19 
Braga 124 4 4 1715 16 
Estrela 114 3 4 1014 15 
Camp'ren 124 3 5 13.17 15 
Farense 113 5 3 1113 14 
Salgueiros11 3. 5 3 1210 14 
Varim 123 5 38 15 14 
Lea 123 4 5 1215 13 
Academic] 3. 3 5 1013 12 
Maritimo 113 3 5 1214 12 
Boavista 112 6 3.7 9 12 
V.Setuball2 4 58 il 10 
Chaves 122 2 88 17 8 
Belenens 111 5 57 14 8 
HOLLAND 
F, Sittard 1 T.Enschede 0 
Ajax 1 Roda JC 0 
NAC Breda 1 Sparta 2 
Heerenveen 0. Graafschap 0 
PWD LFA Pts 
Ajax 18171 0 564 52 
Eindhove 1710 7 0 5117 37 
Vitesse A.17 10 5 2 42 24 35 
Feyenoor 179 4 4 2718 31 
Heerenve 189 5 4 2821 32 
WillemIl178 3 6 2822 27 
SpartaR, 186 6 6 3332 24 
FortunaS.187 2 9 2434 23 
T.Ensche175 6 6 1920 21 
NACBre 186 3 9 2024 21 
Graafsch 195 6 8 2219 21 
Utrecht 166 2 8 2936 20 
RodaJC 185 A 9 2326 19 
Nijmegen 186 1 111938 19 
Groninge 173 6 8 2031 15 
Waalwijk 183 6 9 2238 15 
Maastrich 174 2 1116 42 14 
Volendam182 5 1113 46 11 
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By Dane Skafte 
Fe Newcastle Breakers 
striker Harry James, 21, now 
~ pased in the ACT with the Canberra 
~ Cosmos, hopes to return for the clash 
this Saturday night with his former 
club. 

The speedster has been out injured 
for the past two weeks, after having 
suffered a cartilage problem during, the 
clash with South Melbourne recently. 

“J took a knock during the match and 
I went to see the doctor the first thing 

oon the following Monday morning,” he 
said. 

James believes that his game has 
improved under coach Branko Culina, 
who has worked on a number of aspects 
of his game. 

J am not playing at my best form at 
the moment, but Branko keeps the 
spirits up with all the players. We do 
everything together and get on well 
with each other.” 


MARCONI TRAVEL, SEA 


THE MOST EXPERIENCED 
WORLD CUP 


LEN. TAI3S2 


NEWCASTLE UPDATE 


Harry’s W 


TOURNAMENT INVITES 
SUPPORT YOUR FAVOURITE TEAM IN FRANCE 1998 


Canberra, after a shaky start to the 
season, have really consolidated with 
some fine performances, as the team 
starts to respond to the new coach and 
his ideas. 

Also they have signed tough Scottish 
defender, Gordon Hunter, and his 
presence has certainly lifted the side, 
particularly in defence. Who knows, 
they may still make the Finals, 
something that coach Culina has 
experienced more than once before. If 
that does happen, Harry really will be 
wild about Canberra! 


ok 


AGES FOR THE LAST 6 


1974 GERMANY 
1978 ARGENTINA 
1982 ITALY 
1986 ARGENTINA 
1990 GERMANY 
1994 BRAZIL 


everal bus loads of supporters will 

be converging on the nation’s 
capital for the clash against 
Canberra. The interest largely stems 
from the fact that there are two 
former Breakers, Andy Roberts and 
Harry James, who will be turning out 
for the Cosmos. 

wk 
Ce on Micky Williams, the 
young Breaker who sustained a 

broken leg against Perth Glory some 
weeks ago. He will see a specialist 
and is confident that after this Friday 
he will be able to start the long road 
to rehabilitation, starting with pool 
work to strengthen the broken limb. 

“T've been working out in the gym to 
maintain my upper-body fitness and 
strength,” said a determined Williams, 

“Tt has become very difficult to 
watch the boys from the sidelines. I 
would love to be out there, but 
hopefully I will return some time in the 
new year,” he concluded. 


Good luck and we look forward to 
seeing you resume your career, Micky. 
Kk 
Gas of personnel, there are 
rumours that the Breakers are 
looking for a couple of new players, 
Breakers publicity man, Shane 
Johnson, stated to ABSW that “if the 
players are in the right price range, 
and they will benefit the team, then 
they will be looked at.” 
No names have been mentioned at 
this stage, but we will keep you 
informed of developments on this front. 


Harry James: His game has 
improved under the ‘coaching of 


Branko Culina. 


AIR TRAVEL & JOHNNY WARREN 
‘TOUR OPERATORS IN AUSTRALIA FOR THE 
YOU TO JOIN US AND 
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‘First Round’ Championship 
Package Fest 
(hrices per person Cass | 
ee 
7 taatch Category 2 sazs | 602s | 602s | 
7 maatcn Category 1 sacz~ | 6.262 | 7.062 | 
i! [ Srate Supplement 420 | 1970 | 2560 | 
‘second Round’ Championship (inc. Finals) 
‘The Package includes: ~~ | prs rtd } 
‘@ Return Economy ‘Package ‘Tourtst | Superior | First | 
onan So ar crcond ona | (ces pr pars | Tone | Gan 
Match — Quarter & Semi Final Match T a 4 
ten carer Soren cncais | s0e7_| 5677368 
ene a rs Tumcncamooy2 | easo | 7287 | 7.087 | 
© Intercity Transfers by elther Air or B Match Category + 7.437 2297 | 8897 | 
tury ease 
© Fully Escorted [seasnecane yao | 1920 | 2560 | 
‘First eSecond' Round Championship (inc. Finals) 
The Package includes: % a a 
ran escores ean 
Sear atares rectage rare | superar | en | 
gamtone eas | emo on vor | Sas | 
rs emirates — 1 | ismomncaeomrys | 786 | 0607 | st976 | 
et eonrace erat - | 
“mmsctenroeriat | isumncaumoy2 | ass | wae | wee) 
ery wenn corogory1 | 2600 | 12559 | 18159 | 
sec agete Wy oer MO" ‘Single Supplement 260 | 3.600 0 | 
«Hin bor 


“7a papEae prices based ax Sycney, Mamoure, Bane. 
| appscabie acd ons for onber capical cites. ‘rst class, pusiness anc Round Works options are avaliable, 
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ihe exact sit- 
uation at 
Aris continues to 
be murky with the 
continuing on-off 
sale of the club to 
Michael 
Trohamas. 
The situation 
worsened, if 
that is possi- 
‘ble, with 
FIFA’s involvement in the club’s financial 
affairs, = 
The club owes player Valeri Valkof 
almost $125,000, under his contract, and if 
the debt is not settled in the immediate 
future, the club will be relegated to Division 
‘Three automatically at the end of the season. 


agg 


AlN 


leems that Greek players are the 

flavour of the month at the moment in 
Europe, 

Only last week, Nikos Mahlas (Vitesse 
Arnhem), was being courted by Juventus, 
Real Madrid and Manchester United, this 
week it’s the turn of Kosta Frantzeskos of 
PAOK, 

He is an international forward and was 
connected to a possible Italian move in the 
season, but the fee was too high at the time 
and the move never eventuated, 

‘The word on the street, however, is that 
Frantzeskos is keen for the move to go 
ahead and, despite PAOK’s reluctance, 
interest from Atletico Madrid, Tenerife, 
Seville and Deportivo La Coruna may just 
be enough to pry him away. 


aoa 


jat the ...? Derby games in Greece 
don’t come much bigger than 


Olympiakos v Panathinaikos (PAO), and 
this year was a beauty. 

The Reds ran out 3-1 winners in a game 
that saw them score three great goals, have 
three players sent-off (all PAO players), 
Olympiakos keeper, Tohourolou saved a 
penalty and PAO scored a goal with only 
eight players on the field! The goal machine 
Keeps on scoring. 

In England, the re-emergence of Andy 
Cole as a goal scorer is the talk of the land, 
but in the rest of Europe, the name on every- 
‘one’s lips is Nikos Mahlas. 

20 goals in 17 starts by the 24-year old 
international is a return that the best strikers 
never dreamed of (Marco Negri at Glasgow 
Rangers has netted some 25 goals in four- 
teen games?, Ed), and, mind you, a goal 
every two games is considered a premium 
return, thus underlying his quality and 
enhancing his reputation week by week. 

Down 0-2 against second placed PSV, 


i 


KOSTAS FRANTZESKOS 


“Mahhito’ wove his magic twice in the sec- 
ond half, to level the score. 

More importantly, he was the sole reason 
for stopping the ‘more excitable’ Vitesse 
fans from destroying the stadium, and each 
other... 


'n many ways, AEK is the Manchester 
United of Greece. Breathtaking foot- 

ball, honours, yet somehow, always in the 

shadow of the Reds of Olympiakos. 

‘The wheel has turned in recent years with 
honours accruing aplenty and the Sole repre- 
sentatives of Greece in Europe, currently 
hold centre stage domestically and abroad. 

The AEK supporters club in Sydney 
decided to party last weekend and held their 
Harbour Cruise, packing the ferry to the 
rafters, with song and drink aplenty. 

A cheerio to old mates, Tony and George 
Vamroukakis (club secretary), and best 
wishes for a great future from another 
“AEKTZI this end. 
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Yale Heartfelt sympathies were extended 

this week from all corners of the land, 
to the family of Aristos Sfakianakis, of 
OFI, on the occasion of his passing. 

He had been associated with the club 
since 1947 as a player, committee member 
and President. 

In his 12 years in the senior team, he 
was judged ‘Best and Fairest’ in the league 
twice (1955 & 59) before retiring in 1961. 

Since 1983, he was involved in an advi- 
sory capacity with the club, especially in 
player development, R.L.P. 
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r the second week running, crowd 
disturbances marred league matches, 
none more so than at the PAO- 
Olympiakos game. 26 arrests were made, 
including six underage offenders. 

‘The FA has called for new legislation to 
combat the problems and will be receiving 
advice from former bastions of hooliganism, 
such as England, on how best to beat the 
problem before it reaches epidemic propor- 
tions. 


riefly: Takis Gonias is on the come- 
back trail for Iraklis and may be 

back in action ina week or two... 

Prodeftiki have announced their separation 
from old coach Nikos Kovis and he will be 
replaced by ‘old friend’ Nikos Karevlias.., 

AEK have had an offer of $800,000 
rejected by Benfica for $1.1 million rated 
Nicca Pandoiro. 


900 
FA Cup Results 

Panathinaikos 4 Oresris 0 
(Age: 6-0) 

Prodeftiki 1 PAOK 0 
(agg: 1-3) 

Orfeas 0 Apollon 0 
(agg: 0-1) 

Tonikos 3 Ethnikos 0 
(agg: 3-0) 

Paneliatos 2 _ Aigaleo 1 


(agg: 2-2, Aigaleo on away goals) 


Kalamata 0 -OFI0 

(agg: 0-2) © 
Athenaikos 2 Edessiakos 2 
(agg: 2-3) : 
Panatoliakos 2 Veria3 

(agg: 2-3) 

Karditsa 3 Ag. Asteras. 1 
(agg: 3-5) . 
Kavala 3 Kalamaria 2 


Pansaraikos 2 


Xanthi 2 


n recent weeks, AEK Athens have been 

threatening to run riot and win every- 
thing in sight. 

In the quarter-finals of Europe (CWC), 
Teague leaders and playing in fine form, the 


match in the Greek Cup against minnow 
Xanthi was to be no more than a mere for- 
mality, despite a 1-2 deficit to be made up 
from the first leg. 

But it wasn’t to be. Barnstorming Xanthi 
came at AEK ‘hammer and tong’ and the 
title aspirants were left reeling after a 0-2 
loss and out of the Cup 4-1 on aggregate. 

Great result for Xanthi who, a couple of 
weeks ago, spanked previously unbeaten 
league leaders, lonikos, 1-4 in the league. 

Surely, dark horses for the Cup - Go 
Xanthi Go! 
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EK playmaker, Mihalis Blahos, has 

been dropped from the team until the 

end of they year, as a disciplinary mea- 

sure by the club after throwing his jersey 

when substituted in the AEK-Veria 
match recently, 

‘The player will not be considered for the 
next three matches and will train on his own 
afier an apology was rejected by club offi- 

-cials, who were outraged at the senior play- 
er’s show of petulance, 


LISTEN TO THE 
| EUROPEAN GAMES 
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T's Official! 
Former Lazio captain and 


up boy, Giuseppe Signori, 


By Joe Russo 
C Milan is a club that is 
never out of the news, 
or so it seems, 

The Milan Public 
Prosecutor, Signor Taddei, 
has asked an Italian court to 
sentence the club president, 
Silvio Berlusconi, and vice 
president, Adriano Galliani, to 
20 month jail terms each, 

‘Their request comes after 
some of their business deal- 
ings (see World Stop Press for 
full story), were subject to 
close scrutiny by the authori- 
ties, One such deal involved 
the transfer of Gianluigi 
Lentini at the start of the 
1992/93 season. 

Lentini, at the time, was 
transferred from Torino to AC 

{Milan for a world record fee, 
but his stay at the club was 
unsuccessful, and a serious 
car accident in 1993 exacer- 
bated the problems. 

Lentini subsequently lost 
his place in the national team 
and was never really the same 
player again, becoming sur- 
plus to requirements at 
Milano during the lay-off. 

Last season he played with 
Atalanta, before rejoining 
Torino, in Serie B, for that 
year’s campaign. 

Given the value, or lack of 
it, Lentini gave to AC Milan, 
it makes you wonder whether 
the efforts of the 
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Berlusconi/Galliani partner- 
ship were worth it? 
kk 

Still with Milano, they are 
also active in the transfer mar- 
ket and are set to sign 19-year 
old French defender, Beloufa, 
in time for next season. 

This will add to their legion 
of foreign stars, so it is hard to 
comprehend this continual 
buying of overseas players 
because, as the last two sea- 
sons have ably demonstrated, 
it is often difficult to gel them 
together. 

On the positive side of the 
balance sheet, is the sale of 
Dutch midfielder, Edgar 
Davids, to Juventus, 

Davids was unhappy at 
being snubbed by Milan 
coach, Fabio Capello, but it is 
even harder to see him secur- 
ing a place in the Turin 
giant’s starting line-up. 

Juye are still undefeated in 
the Serie A (at time of writ- 
ing). 
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The Confederations Cup, 
which will see Australia 
among others taking part, will 
have a big impact on the Serie 
A 


Brazil are going to call on 
six players from the league 
into national duty: Cruz and 
Leonardo (AC Milan), Aldair 
and Cafu (Roma), Ze Elias 
(Parma) and Ronaldo (Inter). 


Giuseppe Signori 


The biggest loss will be 
Ronaldo, as his Inter side cur- 
rently lead the Serie A. He has 
been in outstanding form and 
will be sorely missed, howev- 
er, Inter are not a ‘one man 
band’ and should have enough 
quality players to cover for 
the 21-year old Brazilian. 
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Napolis recent 1-1 draw 
with Fiorentina, at home, 
ended a horror run for the 
club of six successive defeats. 


Giovanni Galeone, the 
third coach at Napoli this sea- 
son, was naturally satisfied 
with the result. 

Tt seems that Naples is a 
funny place for coaches and 
that they don’t appear to want 
to go on to bigger and brighter 
challenges. 

Just ask Marcello Lippi 
(Juventus), Vujadin Boskoy 
(Sampdoria) and Gigi Simoni 
(Inter). All three spent some 
of the more recent years at the 
south Italian club. 
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Q Q J2ss signed with Sampdoria, 
Tired of being benched by 
new coach Eriksson, Signori 
decided to join the Genoa club 
in an attempt to revive his 


flagging career. 

He first played in the Serie 
A with Foggia in the 1991/92 
season, when the club was 
then coached by current Roma 
mentor, Zdenek Zeman. 

Signori joined Lazio in 
1992/93 and was the Serie A 
leading goalscorer that year, 
netting 26 time. A feat he 
repeated the following season 
scoring 23 times. 

In his four and a half years 
at Lazio, he endeared himself 
to the fans, was the team cap- 
tain and his unique ‘one-step’ 


_ penalty style had many kids 


practicing the technique on 
the streets of Rome, 

‘The arrival of Alen Boksic 
(Juventus) this year, plus the 
signing of Roberto Mancini 
(Sampdoria), made the for- 
ward line somewhat crowded, 
remembering that Pierluigi 
Casiraghi was also in the 
squad. 

Signori’s move to 
Sampdoria won’t guarantee 
him a place in the starting 
line-up either. They have the 
very talented Vincenzo 
Montella and German interna- 
tional, Juergen Klinsmann, 
plying their trade there. It will 
be interesting to see how he 
goes at ‘La Samp’. 

Let’s not forget, Signori 
has also played 28 times for 
Italy, scoring seven goals in 
the process. He hasn’t played 
for the national side since 
USA ‘94, so with France just 
around the comer, he is obvi- 
ously looking for a chance to 


showcase his talents before 


national coach Cesare 
Maldini. 
Signori turns 30 in 


February and I’m sure that he 
realises that this will be his 
last chance to again play in a 
World Cup. 

Perhaps he can turn the 
clock back a couple of years 
and be there in France next 
June, 
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The main game in this 
week's Round 12 is at Milan's 
San Siro Stadium, between 
Inter and Roma. 

While the media attention 
has been fixed on Ronaldo 
and Inter, Roma have slipped 
guietly into the higher eche- 
lons of the Serie A table, 

Roma, coached by Zdenek 
Zeman and Jed on the park by 
Argentine maestro Abel 


Balbo, are certainly a team 
worth watching. The form of 
their 35-year old Austrian 
goalkeeper, Konsel, has been 
nothing short of outstanding 
this season. 

Not many people had even 
heard of him before the sea- 
son began, so it just goes to 
show that sometimes the 
unheralded signings, with less 
expectations on their shoul- 
ders, can end up just as good 
as the big money buys. 
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The other games are: 
Atalanta v AC Milan 
Bari v Udinese 
Bologna y Lecce 
Empoli ¥ Sampdoria 
Lazio v Brescia 
Napoli y Parma 
Piacenza v Juventus 
Vicenza v Fiorentina 


Anderlecht 
Sack 
Coach 


4 Anderlecht have sacked 
coach Rene Vandereycken, making 
him the fourth first division manager to 
lose his job in Belgium this season, 

“A new coach will be hired in the next 
few days. Practice sessions will, meanwhile, 
be the responsibility of (deputy coach) Jean 
Dockx,” Anderlecht said in a statement, 

Anderlecht, Belgium’s richest and most 
prestigious club, are stuck in mid-table, out 
of the UEFA Cup and embroiled in a 
corruption scandal dating back to the mid- 
1980s. 

Former Feyenoord coach Arie Haan and 
another Dutchman, Harelbeke coach Henk 
Houwaart, have been named as potential 
candidates to succeed Vandereycken, 

“Negotiations are going on right now,” 
Dockx said. 

Former Belgium and Anderlecht 
midfielder Vandereycken, 44, was in his 
first season at Anderlecht, 

“T'll cope with this my way and I’m 
convinced I'll get back into (the world of) 
soccer,” Vandereycken told BRTN radio. 

Beveren sacked coach Paul Theunis last 
month, Standard Liege dismissed Dutchman 
Aad de Mos in October and Lokeren parted 
company with Fi Van Hoof earlier in the 
season, 


Ukrainian 
Banned 


kraine player Sergey Nagornyak, 

who tested positive after the World 
Cup qualifier against Croatia on October, 
has been banned until the end of 1999 by 
the Ukranian Football Federation. 

But Nagornyak, who tested positive for 
Bromantan (which is classed as a masking 
agent), may face further sanctions, FIFA 
announced. 

A FIFA select committee is to study his 
case to consider what action, if any, is 
needed. 


Brazil 
Favourites 


.. Again! 


olders Brazil were quoted as 10-3 

favourites for the 1998 World Cup 
by a firm of London bookmakers after 
the eight seeds were announced. 

Hosts France were 6-1 second favourites. 
Germany, Argentina, Spain, Italy, Romania 
and Netherlands were confirmed as the 
other seeds. 

England had the shortest odds among the 
non-seeded nations, at 15-2. Full list of odds 
are as follows: 

Brazil 10-3 

France 6-1 

Germany, Italy 7-1 

England 15-2 

Holland 8-1 

Argentina, Spain 12-1 

Nigeria, Yugoslavia 25-1 

Colombia, Norway, Romania 33-1 

Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia 40-1 

Denmark, Paraguay 50-1 

Scotland 66-1 

Austria, Cameroon, Mexico, Morocco, 


South Africa 100-1 
Chile, South Korea, Tunisia 150-1 
Jamaica, Saudi Arabia, United States, 
Iran, Japan 200-1 


Parreira To 
Coach 
Saudis 


Carlos Parreira 


larlos Alberto Parreira - who took 

‘Brazil to World Cup success in 1994 - 
is poised to sign as coach for Saudi 
Arabia. 

The. 55-year-old Brazilian, presently 
coaching United States club Metro Stars, is 
expected to earn an estimated $600,000 
dollars. 

“They are still discussing the final points 
of the contract, but it should be sealed in the 
next few weeks,” said an Asian football 
official. 

Last month Saudi Arabia sacked their 
Portuguese coach, Eduardo Vingada, after 
the narrow 1-0 victory over Qatar in a 
World Cup qualifier. 

He was replaced by German Otto 
Pfeister, who guided the Saudis to the World 
Cup finals in France next year. 

But Pfeister, who is in charge of the 
Saudi Olympic team, was seen as only a 
stop gap until the right man could be found. 

Tt will be Parreira’s second spell as Saudi 
coach. In the 1980s he took them to the 
Asian championship before quitting and 
landing the job as Brazilian coach for the 
1994 World Cup in the U.S. 

Parreira is in Marseille to coach the Rest 


& the 


PLA 


of the World team in their match against 
Europe as a prelude to the World Cup draw. 


ikpeba 
Stunned 


igerian striker, Victor Ikpeba, 
returned to his French home with a 
smile on his face and a spring in his step. 

He had scored the two goals at 
Chateauroux that took Monaco to the top of 
the French First Division and made him the 
leading championship scorer with 12 goals. 

Thrilled at his personal achievement, the 
24-year native of Benin City tumed on the 
television to discover that he had been voted 
African Footballer of the Year. 

Since the African Football Confederation 
introduced the award in 1993, it has been 
dominated by Nigerian players such as 
Rashidi Yekini, Emmanuel Amunike and 
Nwankwo Kanu among previous winners. 

“My immediate reaction after reading the 
teletext was one of shock. This is a great 
honour for me, my family and my country. 
The struggle has been rewarded,” Ikpea 
said, 


The Nigerian moved to France from 
Belgium in 1993, but only secured a regular 
place in the Monaco line-up this year when 
Brazilian Sonny Anderson left for 
Barcelona. 

Tkpeba was spotted by Liege at the 1939 
word junior championships in Scotland and 
headed for Europe. 

“[ did not make many first-team 
appearances during my first year, which was 
not a problem because it gave me time to 
adapt.” 
First capped by Nigeria as a teenager, ne 
made the 1992 and 1994 African Nations 
Cup and 1994 World Cup squads without 
getting many opportunities to play under 
Dutch coach Clemens Westerhof. 

He was a member of the 1996 Olympic 
gold medal-winning team and will be 
challenging Daniel Amokachi and Jonathan 
Akpoborie for a striking role in the World 
Cup next year. 
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Dortmund 
Rule The 
World 


orussia Dortmund won the World 
Club Championship with a 
convincing 2-0 win over Cruzeiro. 

Goals from Michael Zore and Heiko 
Herrlich gave the European Cup holders a 
well-deserved victory over their Brazilian 
opponents, who were reduced to ten men, 
after right-back Vitor was sent off for 
arguing with the referee in the second half. 

The efficiency of the German side was 
characterised by their Brazilian defender 
Julio Cesar, who marshalled the Dortmund 
defence and kept fellow Brazilian 
international Bebeto under wraps 
throughout. 

Zorc opened the scoring on 34 minutes 
when he fired home a cross from Stephane 
Chapuisat from the edge of the six-metre 
box. 


Herrlich added the second five minutes 
from time when he latched on to a low cross 
from Dortmund’s Portuguese international 
Paulo Sousa. 

Three Dortmund players were booked: 
Andy Moeller, Stefan Reuter and Herrlich, 
in a sometimes scrappy affair. 


Sides Snub 
FIFA 


‘wo French cities that will host 
matches during the 1998 World Cup 
are defying organisers by refusing to 
demolish perimeter fences for next year’s 
Finals. 
Despite pleas from FIFA, city officials at 


Direct from Greece 


both Nantes and St, Etienne insist the fences 
will stay. 

Their refusal was bitterly attacked by 
FIFA secretary general Sepp Blatter, saying: 
“Fences are for prisoners and animals. Not 
for football spectators,” he fumed, 

Nantes insist that the fences must stay for 
security reasons. St Etienne claim they 
cannot afford to take the fences down and 
then put them back up after the World Cup. 

Blatter insists that perimeter fences have 
nothing to do with security. 

“To the contrary. They are death traps,” 
said Blatter, citing the 1996 disaster in 
Guatemala, when nearly 80 people died 
when they were crushed to death against a 
fence during a World Cup qualifying match. 

“Fences to keep rival fans apart are one 
thing, but there is no place in football for 
perimeter fences,” said a furious Blatter. 


Rising 
Hope 


Hi have risen for the recovery of 

ian Serie C footballer, Roberto 
Savi, who was left in a coma after 
suffering a cardiac arrest while playing. 
Savi, 33, had only been on the pitch ten 
minutes, as a substitute for Saronno, 
against Pistoiese, when he intercepted a 
cross with his chest, He collapsed 
immediately and was rushed to hospital, 

Savi showed signs of recognition with 
his eyes, when his wife Gabriella spoke of 
their five-year-old daughter Monica, and 
by the evening doctors said he had 
emerged from the coma and was breathing 
unaided, 

Nevertheless, he remains in a serious 
condition and local doctors, fearing brain 
damage after the brief lack of oxygen, are 
wailing al least another 48 hours before 
giving a prognosis. Our thoughts go out to 
the player and family. 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND SUBSCRIPTIONS CONTACT OPTUS ON 13 33 11 
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Arise Sir 
Pele 


Queen Elizabeth has awarded Pele an 
honorary knighthood in a private ceremony 
at Buckingham Palace. 

Pele, Brazil's sports minister who said he 
was "very honoured and very proud” by the 
award, was made a Knight Commander of 
the British Empire. 

He joins other honorary knights such as 
pop star and famine relief fund-raiser Bob 
Geldof, an Irish national. He may not call 
himself “Sir” but he can use the letters KBE 
after his name. 

‘The 57-year-old Brazilian, who netted 
1,281 goals in his glittering 20-year career, 
is staying at Buckingham Palace with 
Brazilian President Fernando Henrique 
Cardoso, who is on a state visit. 

He later visited the London ground of 
English premier league club Chelsea where 
he was joined by players, including Italian 
striker Gianfranco Zola, to promote a 
me Where football clubs help children 
with leaming difficulties, 

Asked about next summer’s World Cup 
finals, Pele naturally rated champions Brazil 
above the rest. 

“{ know for a fact England have a very 
good team and Brazil have to be careful of 
them. But I am very confident about Brazil,” 
he said. 

“Germany, France, Spain, Italy and 
England will perhaps reach the semi-finals. 

“Neither Germany nor Italy are playing 
well but you always have to respect them, 
They always seem to get it right on the 
da 

Tt really couldn’t have happened to a 
nicer man, CONGRATULATIONS SIR. 


World Cup 
2006 bid 


England's bid to host the 2006 World 
Cup suffered another serious setback here 
on the eve of the draw for France 98 when 
outgoing FIFA president Joao Havelange 
gave the clearest indication yet that the tour- 
nament is earmarked for South Africa, 

Havelange said: "South Aftica only have 
to ask when the time comes for submitting 
applications, That country is the diamond 
and gold centre of the world, its financial 
base is solid and it has the communications, 
transportation and accommodation infra- 
structure necessary to put ona World Cup,” 

Those words will have come as a huge 
blow to the English FA delegation, which 
had only just arrived here hoping to intensi- 
fy its lobbying of FIFA executive committee 
members. 

After German accusations that the FA is 
bidding against them in a betrayal of a 
good-faith agreement, Havelange’s state- 
ment will raise further questions about the 
propriety of spending $18 million on this 
bid. 


‘The 82-year-old Havelange is due to 
retire on the day of the World Cup final in 
Paris next July. 

Having opened up the vast commercial 
market for football in North America by tak- 
ing the tournament to the United States in 

, 1994, it is his last ambition to expand the 
World Cup into Africa as part of his legacy 
to the global game. 

South Africa's success in staging the 
rugby union World Cup and their qualifica- 
tion for France 98 have established valid 
credentials to host the Finals after the joint 
Japan-South Korea championship in 2002. 

This showpiece week for football is not 
going well for England. Their plan to 
request an increased allocation of tickets for 
their matches in France next summer has 
already been rejected by FIFA. 

‘The FA wants more than the stipulated 20 
per cent of seats but a FIFA spokesman 
said: "The regulations cannot be changed. 
The ticket distribution has been established 
for a long time and we would only create 
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worse Security problems for ourselves if we 
started increasing the allocation. If we did it 
for one country, we'd have to do it for all.” 

England are close to agreeing a World 
Cup warm-up fixture with the United States 
during a Premiership-free week in March, as 
long as the two nations are not drawn 
against each other. 

Although Havalange’s declaration awaits 
South Africa’s formal ratification, it offers 
England a chance to withdraw gracefully 
from this flawed campaign, 

The dispute with the Germans, without 
whose support England would not have 
been awarded Euro 96 and with it the 
chance to rehabilitate our football in the 
eyes of the world, is threatening to destroy 
any goodwill towards the mother country of 
the game. 

It would behove England better to 
respond generously instead of pursuing their 
bid like dogs hunting foxes to the bitter end. 

There is more to be lost here in terms of 
international relations than the temporary 
excitement of hosting football’s greatest 
championship. 

Clearly, England’s parochial interests are 
secondary on the larger stage to 
Havalange’s vision of globalising football 
and spreading its wealth, influence and 
future into the emerging world. 

Having preached the gospel to huge prof- 
it in the United States and then taken the 
first World Cup of the next century to Asia, 
the colonisation of Africa wall complete his 
life’s work. 

The FA’s comfortable notion that the 
competition rests between England and 
Germany for 2006 has been shattered even 
as chief executive Graham Kelly and chair- 
man Keith Wiseman flew in. 

With Brazil, the spiritual leaders of world 
football, not having staged a World Cup 
since 1954, England’s most serious rivals 
are both from the Southern Hemisphere, 

To oppose either South Africa or Brazil - 
‘no matter how many votes England imagine 
they can drum up by fixing political friendly 
matches between now and next summer - 
would find no favour in the football world. 

There are better ways to spend the 
$A18m bidding budget. 


Referee 
‘Banned’ 


Hungarian referee Sandor Puhl was yes- 
terday suspended by UEFA after his failure 
to punish Feyenoord’s Paul Bosvelt for the 
blatant foul that sidelined Manchester 
United defender Denis Irwin for six weeks, 

European football's ruling body 
announced the sanction against Puhl, who 
refereed the 1994 World Cup final between 
Brazil and Italy, after a meeting of their ref- 
erees’ commission. 

Puhl failed even to book Bosvelt after the 
Dutch player appeared to deliberately stamp 
on Irwin just below the knee during 
United’s 3-1 European Champions’ League 
win in Rotterdam on November 5. Irwin 
suffered damaged knee ligaments. 

Having studied the official reports of the 
game, UEFA decided to remove Puhl from 
their list for the rest of the season because 
he had failed ‘to take the appropriate sanc- 
tion.’ 

Bosvelt last week wrote to Irwin apolo- 
gising for the tackle. 

It is not the first time Puhl has courted 
controversy for failing to punish foul play. 

In the 1994 World Cup quarter-finals, 
Puhl missed an elbowing incident by Italian 
Mauro Tassoti that broke the nose of 
Spain’s Luis Enrique. FIFA later banned 
Tassoti for eight matches on the basis of 
video evidence. 

(This was the same referee who, as some 
pundits here would have you believe is rated 
the No.1, officiated over Australia and Iran 
at the MCG. Check out the pictures on page 
12/13 and see whether Mark Viduka should 
have been awarded a penalty and then re- 
read this story?). 


Sinclair 
Can Go 


Queens Park Rangers are ready to sell 
their outstanding forward Trevor Sinclair for 
around $10 million. 

Leicester manager Martin O’Neill and 
representatives from Arsenal watched 
Sinclair in action against Norwich City at 
Loftus Road and Leicester are favourites to 
sign him. 

If the deal goes through the money will 
enable whoever becomes the new QPR 
manager to strengthen the squad. 


Villa 
Upset 


Aston Villa goalkeeper Mark Bosnich has 
been named in the Australian squad for this 
month's Confederation Cup Tournament in 
Saudi Arabia, 

But Villa boss Brian Little hopes that he 
will be able to link up with Terry Venables’ 
national team after tonight's UEFA Cup 
third-round, second leg tie against Steaua 
Bucharest. 

Little said: “Hf he can delay his departure 
it will obviously be an unexpected bonus 
from an otherwise disappointing situation. 
But we always knew that there was a possi- 
bility that this could happen, so there is no 
point moaning about it.” 

Villa have submitted plans to continue 
their multi-million pound redevelopment of 
Villa Park, increasing the capacity to 51,000 
with another 6,000 seats each in the Trinity 
Road and North stands, 

They also have plans to build a hotel 
behind the Holte End Stand, 

The project would cost in excess of £16 
million and the club are hopeful that the go- 
ahead will be given in time for the work to 
begin at the end of the season. 

Villa chairman, ‘Deadly’ Doug Ellis, 
said: “It is important to everyone that this 
goes ahead as it is the future and I want 
Villa Park to be able to compete with other 
stadiums around the country.” 


Jackson 
To Star 


Celtic forward Darren Jackson will play 
for Europe against the Rest of the World in 
Marseille. 

Jackson has béen named in the official 
starting line-up for the World Cup draw cur- 
tain-raiser as a replacement for the previous 
Scottish representative Gary McAllister, 
‘who damaged his knee for Coventry against 
Leicester. 

For Jackson, the match will be his first 
competitive start since his return last month 
from brain surgery to treat hydrocephalus. 


Shearer 
Scores 


e 
Again 

Alan Shearer completed a 15-year multi- 
million-pound contract with Umbro because 
the sportswear giant believes he is their new 
Pele. 

He began his relationship with Umbro 
with three pairs of boots in 1987, and will 
join Pele as a ‘world ambassador’ because 
the company view him as the perfect match 
for a man recently voted the best player of 
all time. 

Pele has worn the crown since the 1970 
World Cup in Mexico, giving Umbro’s 
sports branding huge exposure. He is so 
central to the company’s thinking that it is 
certain Shearer’s elevation has been given 
the great man’s seal of approval before it 
was even offered to the Newcastle striker. 
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Umbro has given Shearer a vast cash 
incentive to match the Brazilian genius in 
lifting the World Cup by adding on lucrative 
‘bonuses - the remarkable contract lasts until 
he is 42 - if he can score the goals which 
take England to victory in France 98 or 
Japan 2002. 

Eyen the mighty number 10 who scored 
winning goals in both the 1958 and 1970 
finals will now be out-earned by his heir 
apparent - particularly if Shearer can emu- 
Tate Pele. 

But the 27-year-old England striker said 
yesterday: "If I have the choice between 
being the tournament top scorer and lifting 
the World Cup with England then there is 
only one choice for me - I don’t want to 
dream about winning, I want to sample it. 

“We have a great squad with self belief - 
we have a hell of a chance.” 

Shearer signed the 100-page contract, 
which only ranks behind that of Ronaldo 
with Nike in terms of its massive return, in 
Marseille yesterday where he confirmed that 
he has already surprised his physiotherapists 
with his speed of recovery from his ankle 
injury. He is certain he will be fit to lead 
England in France next summer, “Obviously 
I cannot guarantee that but there is not a 
doubt in the minds of my medical team 
either.” 

“The World Cup is one hell of a big car- 
rot for me.” 


‘Pool Chase 
Serrant 


Liverpool are closing. in on Oldham left- 
back Carl Serrant but will have to meet the 
Second Division club’s asking price of $2 
million to take him to Anfield. 

The 22-year-old defender has attracted 
the attention of a number of clubs and 
Liverpool manager Roy Evans watched him 
in the 3-1 win over Carlisle. 

Oldham have already tuned down a $1.2 
million offer from West Bromwich Albion 
for Serrant. 


Danish 
Wolf? 


Wolves are giving a trial to 34-year-old 
Brondby goalkeeper Mogens Krogh, 
Denmark’s understudy to Peter Schmeichel 
He has already had loan spells with 
Newcastle and Sunderland and could be 
offered a short-term contract at Molineux if 
he impresses manager Mark McGhee. 

Dean Richards, Wolves’ $8 million-rated 
central defender, has returned to full training 
for the first time since injuring a knee 
almost 12 months ago. He hopes to be back 
in the first team for the Christmas program, 


Quarantine 
Problems 


In Scotland 


St Johnstone's attempts to clinch a deal 
for Swedish striker Lars Gunnar Karlstrand 
have been hit by Britain’s strict quarantine 
rules. The player is stalling over a move to 
Perth after learning he may have to leave 
his pet Rottweiler Ted in Sweden. 
Karlstrand said: “Ted’s very precious to me. 
Hopefully I can get something sorted out.” 


McCoist A 
Blue? 


Birmingham City manager Trevor 
Francis has confirmed he is trying to sign 
Glasgow Rangers’ Ally McCoist. 

The 35-year-old striker, who is also want- 
ed by Everton, is keen for a loan move to 


secure first-team football and boost his 
hopes of a place in Scotland’s World Cup 
squad. 

Francis has spoken to Rangers boss 
Walter Smith and said: "The message back 
is that Ally has a hamstring injury at the 
moment, but that he would be available to 
come at the turn of the year. 

“By then, Rangers should have their 
Chilean striker Sebastian Rozental available 
after his knee. problem, so Ally's chances 
would be restricted further.” 

Francis currently has Leicester striker 
Tony Cottee on loan at St Andrew's. 


Kelly 
Offered 


Contract 


Leeds have offered Gary Kelly a long- 
term contract, even though his present deal 
has 18 months to run. 

Manager George Graham has opened 
talks over a five-year deal with the Republic 
of Ireland defender, who was distraught 
after his country’s exit to Belgium in the 
World Cup qualifying play-offs. 

Leeds chairman Peter Ridsdale has yet to 
persuade Rod Wallace to discuss a contract 
before his present deal expires at the end of 
the season, but is optimistic over Kelly. 

Ridsdale said: "Rod and Gary are the 
only two players who are not committed to 
long-term contracts. Gary's runs out in the 
summer of 1999 and we are already negoti- 
ating with him, 

“We are trying to secure players for not 
less than four years and if possible five 
years, so it gives us a period of stability. 

“T would like to think there is a mutual 
desire for Gary to stay at Leeds, but until he 
puts pen to paper, that must be in some 
doubt,” 

Leeds midfielder Martin Foster has 
joined Blackpool on a month’s loan. 


Taylor On 
Way 


Sheffield United are likely to sell either 
Gareth Taylor or Jan Fjortoft now that Dean 
Saunders has joined the Bramall Lane strike 
force. 

Bradford are ready to move in for Welsh 
international Taylor, who rejected a $1.5 
million move to Huddersfield two months 
ago, 

United manager Nigel Spackman has 
seven senior strikers on his books, a queue 
that has left even top scorer Fjortoft jostling 
for a place despite hitting his 10th goal of 
the season in the 3-2 win over Stoke. 

The Saunders signing plunges the 30- 
year-old Norwegian into a three-man fight 
for one place. Former Scotland striker Andy 
Walker and $1million signing Marcello 
‘were not even in the squad for the Stoke 
game, 

United need to sell to finance a bid for 
Liverpool midfielder Michael Thomas. 


Beaten To 
The Punch 


Wisbech player-manager Gary Charles 
hoped a few witty punchlines would help 
his players. 

‘The former West Brom, Birmingham and 
Grimsby star does a knockout impersonation 
of Frank Bruno which he has taped and put 
on his answer phone. 

Apparently, it always raises a laugh 
among his players and hopes it will put 
them in the right mood for heroics. 


(Know what I mean *Arty?). 


ith the Germans trialing new technolo- 

gy, the South of England was again 
under threat of German bombing, thus a 
‘spotter’ system at grounds was re-intro- 
duced. 

‘This was the season that featured the return 
of Preston and Hull, with Accrington Stanley 
and Port Vale also back in the fold later on in 
the season. 

Applications from Carlisle, Barrow, 
Norwich, and Bournemouth were again reject- 
ed. This meant the teams not playing in the 
league during this year were: Barrow, 
Bournemouth, Bristol Rovers, Carlisle, Exeter, 
Ipswich, New Brighton, Newport, Norwich, 
Plymouth, Southend, Swindon, and Torquay. 

‘The first League season, in the North, was 
won by Huddersfield, two points clear of Derby 
and a further point clear of Sunderland 
(Huddersfield lost only one game of their 18). 

Second time around and Derby came out as 
champions, four points clear of Everton, with 
Merseyside rivals Liverpool third, The Western 
Section, which was played up until the end of 
December, was won by Cardiff City, on per- 
centage, over Bristol City. 

Bath were victorious in the Western Cup, 
defeating Bristol City in the Final. 

Meanwhile the South’s title went to 
‘Tottenham, who successfully retained their title 
by five points over West Ham. 

Once again there was huge interest in the 
Cups, with 290,000 people present for the 
‘opening fixtures of the League Cup North in 
March 1945. The League Cup South Final was 
played in front of a crowd of 90,000 - Chelsea 
victorious 2-0 over Millwall. 

Tn the Northern Cup Semi-Finals, Bolton 


defeated Wolves 4-3 on aggregate and 
Manchester United beat Chesterfield 2-1 over 
the two legs. On May 26, the second leg of the 
Final was played and Bolton drew 2-2 to take 
the title 3-2 on aggregate. 

Stamford Bridge again saw the South Cup 
holders take on their Northern counterparts. 
Hunt and Hamlett replied in the second half for 
Bolton, after Chelsea had taken a one goal lead 
into the break, thanks to Rooke. 

However in Scotland it looked as though 
Rangers’ war time dominance was over. 
Morton were front runners for a while, only to 
be taken over by Clyde then Hibs, by 
November. But by December Rangers were on 
top again, and did not relinquish top spot to 
eventually take out the Southern title. 

In the Southern League Cup Final, goals 
from Gillick and Venters handed Rangers the 
double once more. 

In the North-East, Dundee and Arbroath re- 
entered, with Dundee enjoying instant success 
by winning the first part of the season. 

Nevertheless, the second championship 
returned to Aberdeen, who won both cups in 
the North East - 5-0 against Dundee, and, in the 
Mitchell Cup, 4-3 on aggregate over Hearts’ 
Teserve team. 

The Summer Cup witnessed the return of 
Celtic, although they did not make the Final 
which was played out between Partick and 
Hibs, with Thistle winning 2-0. 

Thankfully, as this season closed the war 
had concluded, although football had one more 
transitional season to go. The Roll of Honour of 
1939-45 mentions 75 names, too many to list 
here, but never to be forgotten. Of these, 
Arsenal lost nine courageous men. 


ustria — No Leagu 
 Belgium—NoLeaque 
_ Bulgaria — Lokomotiv Sofia 
France — No League (Cup — Racing CLub Paris) 


Germany — 
Holland — 


No League 
No League 


Ttaly — No League 
Poland — No League 
Portugal — Benfica (Cup — Sporting CP) 
Romania — No League 
Russia — Dynamo Moskva (Cup — CDKA Moskva) 
Spain — CF Barcelona (Cup — Club Atletico De Bilbao) 
Sweden — IFK Norrkoping (Cup — IFK Norrkoping) 
Switzerland — Grasshopper Zurich (Cup — Young Boys Bern) 


42 104 16 
43 73 14 


North-Eastern 


First Series: Dundee 28, Aberdeen 27, 
Raith Rovers 22, Dunfermline Athletic 21, 
Rangers 16, Arbroath 16, East Fife 16, 
Dundee United 13, Hearts 12, Falkirk 9 (18 
matches) 


Second Series 


w 
Aberdeen il 
East fife 10 
Rangers 10 
Dundee 10 
Dunf'line 8 
Dundee U 1 
5 
7 
5 
4 


(Home win 2pts, away win 3pts, home draw 
Ipt, away draw 2pts). 


By STUART JONES 


England: Final Tables 
North 


‘Huddersfield 31, Derby 29, Sunderland 28, Aston Villa 27, 
Everton 26, Wrexham 25, Doncaster 24, Bradford Park 
Avenue 24, Bolton Wanderers 24, Manchester City 22, Stoke 
City 22, Birmingham 22, Barnsley 22, Rotherham 22, West 
Bromwich Albion 22, Liverpool 21, Grimsby Town 21, 
Halifax Town 21, Chester 21, Blackpool 20, Burnley 20, 
Leeds United 20, Sheffield Wednesday 20, Chesterfield 19, 
Darlington 19, Wolverhampton Wanderers 19, Rochdale 19, 
Crewe Alexandra 19, Blackbum Royers 18, Manchester 
United 18, Preston North End 18, Walsall 16, Gateshead 16, 
Northampton town 16, Newcastle United 15, Sheffield United 
15, Hartlepool United 15, Oldham 15, Mansfield 15, 
Nottingham Forest 15, Coventry City 14, York City 13, 
Middlesbrough 13, Bradford City 13, Accrington Stanley 12, 
Port Vale 12, Bury 12, Stockport County 11, Hull City 11, 
Southport 10, Lincoln City 10, Leicester City 10, Tranmere: 
Rovers 5, Notts County 5 

(Each played 18 games) 


Second Championship 
December 25 - May 26, 1944-45 


ct 


19 


Sermanusr8Uuis 
BROW ISKR—BOwWED 


Then: 

Wrexham (22) 27, Bolton (23) 27, Blackpool (24) 27, Stoke 
(23) 26, Lovell’s (19) 26, Cardiff (20) 26, Grimsby (21) 26, 
Birmingham (24) 25, Crewe (23) 25, Doncaster (20) 24, 
Bradford PA (22) 24, Accrington Stanley (24) 24, Barnsley 
(24) 24, Rotherham (20) 23, Gateshead (21) 23, Preston (25) 
23, Sheff Utd (24) 21, Sundertand (25) 21, Leeds (22) 21, 
Sheff Wed (25) 21, Leicester (21) 20, Bath (20) 20, Bury (20) 
20, York (2) 20, Chester (22) 20, Bradfore C (20) 19, WBA 
(22) 19, Hartlepool (21) 19, Coventry (21) 18, Notts Forest 
(17) 17, Tranmere R (23) 17, Halifax (18) 17, Lincoln (17) 16, 
Man City (19) 16, Northampton (14) 15, Oldham (21) 15, 
Stockport (19) 14, Middlesbrough (24) 14, Walsall (18) 13, 
Swansea (20) 13, Port Vale (21) 12, Mansfield (12) 11, Hull 
(18) 11, Rochdale (20) 11, Southport (22) 9, Notts County 
(21) 8, Aberaman (17) 6. 

(Matches played in brackets) 


D 


104 
85 
84 
86 


(Ending December 23, 1944) 


Cardiff 27, Bristol C 27, Lovell’s 23, Bath 19, Aberaman 7, 
‘Swansea $ (All played 18 matches). 


League North Cup 
December 25 to March 17, 1944-45 


PRWWAREELNALOVENWOYLEBUENNRENNNHOF 


WBA. 3 3 

The above all qualified, the others: 

Blackburn 10, Huddersfield 10, Gateshead 10, Hartlepool! 10, 
Notts Forest 10, Leeds 9, Sunderland 9, Grimsby 9, Mansfield 
9, Preston 8, Lincoln 8, York 7, Middlesbrough 7, Walsall 7, 
Southport 7, Port Vale 7, Bath 6, Swansea 6, Hull 5, Tranmere} 
5, Rochdale 5, Oldham 4, Sheffield Wednesday 4, Stockport 
4, Coventry 3, Aberaman 3, Chester 3, Notts County 2. 


Barnsley 
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Nee United’s Colombian 
star, Faustino Asprilla, tipped 
World Cup rival England as his 
favourite to lift the tropliy. 

Asprilla, who will line up with the 
Colombians against Glenn Hoddle’s 
England hopefuls in the last of their 
Group G matches in Lens on June 26, 
said he believes England can go all the 
way, especially if clubmate Alan Shearer 
is fit to lead the attack. 

“England are obviously the group 
favourites,” Asprilla told Colombian 
radio, but added that seeded Romania and 
outsiders Tunisia both deserved the 
‘utmost respect, 

Asprilla, hoped to return for 
Newcastle against Arsenal on Saturday 
after two months out following stomach 
surgery, admitted he had been the subject 
of much World Cup banter from the 
England players in the United set-up fol- 
lowing Thursday's draw in Marseille. 

“The England lads have been joking 
with me all morning,” said Asprilla. 

“They have said Colombia haven't got 
a chance, But I’ve told them they wili 
only be in France for a week and then 
‘out! 

“Alan Shearer is a magnificent play- 


Chile 


AM a horrific Copa America in 
1995, in Uruguay, finishing last 
in the first qualifying rounds, 
behind USA, Argentina and Bolivia, 
the Chilean national team under the 
guidance of Spanish coach Xavier 
Azkagorta, began the South 
American 1998 World Cup qualify- 
ing rounds with a disastrous 1-1 
draw against Venezuela in Caracas. 
Tt was the end of Azkagorta, who had a 
successful stint with Bolivia in the previ- 
ous South American qualifiers for the 
World Cup, in USA '94, Bolivia not only 
qualified for USA '94, but also caused the 
biggest upset in the history of football in 
the continent, beating Brazil 3-1 in La 
Paz. It was the first time that a Brazilian 
team lost a game in a qualifying round. 
Nelson Acosta, a former Uruguayan 
international midfielder, reknown for his 


er,” Asprilla continued. “He will score a 
lot of goals and cause problems for our 
defenders. He is the strong base of the 
England team. 

“T'm not afraid of anyone in that side 
but we've got to respect some - most 
important of all is Shearer.” 

Asprilla explained the Colombians 


have a point to prove next summer after 
their first round exit in US 


“For all Colombia this is very impor- 


tant. And it is also important to us that 
our last group game is against England. 
We haven’t done ourselves justice in the 
World Cup up until now.” 


a 
Faustino Asprilla: “England are obviously the group favourites." 


s SOUTH AMERICA @ 


— Compiled by Mario Erchart — 


‘asco da Gama striker Edmundo hit a 

stunning hat-trick to fire himself 
into the record books and his team into 
the final of the Brazilian championship. 

Edmundo, who has not played for Brazil 
since June because of his appalling disciplinary 
record, helped Vasco to a 4-1 win over bitter 
rivals Flamengo in a Rio de Janeiro derby, even 
though they played more than half the game 
with 10 men. 

He also took his tally in the championship to 
29 goals, overtaking Reinaldo’s record-break- 
ing total of 28 set in 1977. 

‘Vasco, who made sure of top place in Semi 
Final Group A, will face Group B winners 
Palmeiras in the final after the 1993 and 1994 
champions beat Santos 1-0. Both teams won 
their group's with a match to spare, 

Edmundo’s performance will increase pres- 
sure on Brazil coach Mario Zagallo to forgive 
him in time for the World Cup. The volatile 
player's recent displays have made him the 
Brazil man of the moment, even shoving 

‘onaldo out of the limelight. 

‘Vasco, who needed only a draw to make sure 
of qualifying, took the lead in the 20th minute 
when Edmundo played a one-two with Evair 
near the halfway line and ran on to score, leav- 
ing a group of five floundering Flamengo 
defenders in his wake. 


to France 98 


strong character, and who lived, played 
and coached in Chile for the last 23 years, 
replaced Azkagorta at the helm of the 
local national team, desperate for a berth 
in France '98. 

Chile participated in a World Cup for 
the last time in 1982, in Spain. Then it 
was eliminated for Mexico '86 and 
banned from the 1990 and 1994 World 
Cups, after the famous ‘Rojas affair’. 

Acosta's priority was to find the blend 
between young and experienced players 
and those with a strong personality and 
character, prepared to face the big guns of 
South America on equal terms at home or 
away. And his debut was impressive. In 
Santiago, Chile thrashed Ecuador 4-1 
with Ivan Zamorano in great form. 

However, Chile's second and third 
games under the guidance of Acosta 
resulted in defeats: 4-1 against Colombia 


in Barranquilla and 2-1 against Paraguay 
in Asuncion. 

From then on, Chile was a different 
team, having a run of six victories, three 
draws away (Argentina, Bolivia and 
Ecuador), and three losses, two away 
(Uruguay and Peru) and one at home 
(Argentina), but all of them very close 
calls, 

At the end, in a tight encounter with 
Peru and Ecuador, Chile took the fourth 
South American berth, and Acosta's 
dream became reality. 

Although the highest scorer of the 
South American qualifiers was Ivan 
Zamorano, his fellow striker, Marcelo 
Salas was the star of the Chilean national 
team. Salas not only scored 11 goals for 
Chile but he was one of the most influen- 
cial players and an inspiration for the rest 
of the squad, See his preview below. 


PLAYER PREVIEW: 
MARCELO SALAS (River Plate and Chile) 


By Aidan Ormond and Mario 
Etchart 

Meee Salas was born 22 

years ago in Temuco, the 
capital of Chile’s Araucania 
region. From his humble begin- 
nings, he is the most expensive 
player currently playing in 
South America. 

He is an idol in home country, as 
well as in Argentina, where he plays 
for giants River Plate. 3: 

Salas has won two Chilean national 
league titles, with his former club 
Universidad de Chile, in 1994 and 
1995, where he was also top scorer in 
both competitions. 

Tn 1996 he was transferred to River 
Plate for a reported A$8 million, and 
he instantly tasted success by winning 
the league title. 

The irony of this remarkable play- 


er’s success, who is set to show the 
world his talents at France 98, is that 
Chilean side Colo Colo, and 
Argentine club Boca, did not want 
Salas when they had the opportunity 
to sign him. 

Today, his salary in Argentina is 
about A$3 million a year. The ques- 
tion now is: After this coming World 
Cup, how much will one of the Euro 
giants pay for Salas? 

Recently, Manchester United were 
reportedly eager to pay an outrageous 
amount for his services, and are reput- 
edly still keen on him. 

Chile, with Marcelo Salas and his 
strike partner, Ivan Zamorano, will 
surely be a force to be reckoned with 
in France, And if Salas does do well, 
the bidding for his services will be 
something to behold. Lookout King 
Ronaldo, the terror from Temuco is 
after your throne. 


Marcelo Salas: The terror from 
Temuco. 
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Flamengo took control after Vasco had mid- 
fielder Nelson sent off for a second bookable 
offence in the 38th minute, but their finishing 
‘was appalling, 

They paid the penalty early in the second 
half, as Edmundo ran onto a long ball, rounded 
goalkeeper Clemer and scored in an empty net, 

Flamengo continued to dominate and throw 
away chances but reduced the deficit when 
Junior Baiano converted a highly controversial 
peer 10 minutes from time. 

By this stage, most of the Flamengo fans in 
an 80,000 crowd at the Maracana Stadium had 
already left and they missed one of the most 


Ruggeri 


rmer Argentinian captain, Oscar 
Ruggeri, announced that he will 
retire from football, ending a great 
career which took in two World Cup 
finals, beating Germany in 1986 and los- 
ing to the same opponents in 1990. 

‘The 35-year-old Ruggeri, who ended his 11 
year international career after Argentina were 
knocked out by Romania in the 1994 World 
Cup finals, said he was retiring for personal 
reasons. 

“Sunday's the day to say goodbye. It was a 
very personal decision, not even my family 
knew,” the rugged defender said. 


amazing goals ever seen at the famous, but 
sadly decrepit arena, as Edmundo completed 
his hat-trick. 

Edmundo took two defenders out of play 
with a single deft flick and then scored with a 
left-foot shot into the far comer. Two minutes 
later, full-back Marica completed the rout. 

“J wasn’t aware of the record until you told 
me now,” Edmundo told reporters nonchalant- 
ly. 

Palmeiras won Group B in less spectacular 
style, their only goal in a dour Sao Paulo derby 
coming after midfielder Galleon scored from a 
rebound after Santos goalkeeper Settee failed to 
hold a free kick. Santos missed a late penalty. 


Edmundo: Hat-trick breaks record. 


Retires 


“T always said that the day I felt like becom- 
ing a coach and I lost the hunger to win would 
be the right time to retire,” Ruggeri added. 

Ruggeri, who started his career with Diego 
Maradona at Boca Juniors, enjoyed success at 
club level winning the 1988-89 Spanish cham- 
pionship with Real Madrid and winning the 
Copa Libertadores and Intercontinental Cup 
with Argentinian side River Plate. 

Ruggeri also led Argentina to the 1993 Copa 
America trophy in Ecuador in 1993 and was a 
member of the team that won the 1991 Copa in 
Chile. 


razilian forwards Bebeto and 

Romario are to renew their World 
Cup-winning partnership when Brazil 
meet South Africa in a friendly interna- 
tional in Johannesburg. 

The two veteran strikers, who have not 
played together in the national team since 
Brazil beat Italy, in a penalty shootout, to win 
the 1994 World Cup, will team up again to lead 
a depleted Brazilian side against the African 
champions. Romario, who is seeking a return to 
Brazil after yet another unhappy spell in Spain, 
and Bebeto, also unsettled in Spain, are very 
much second choice behind World Footballer 
of the Year Ronaldo. 

‘The two have had a strained relationship in 
the past but Bebeto said he was thrilled to be 
back alongside his former Flamengo team mate. 

Brazil have also lost-the services of several 


Brazil Renews Partnership 


other key European-based players after a deal 
was struck by the Brazilian confederation, 
FIFA and clubs in Italy and Spain. 

‘The clubs were allowed to keep their players 
last weekend but release them for the FIFA 
Confederations Cup, which kicks off in Saudi 
Arabia this week. 

Brazil originally named a full-strength squad 
for the match against South Africa, but will 
now haye to do without Cafu (Roma), Juninho 
(Atletico Madrid), Leonardo (AC Milan), 
Rivaldo (Barcelona), Roberto Carlos (Real 
Madrid) and Inter Milan’s Ronaldo. 

Only six members of the squad had arrived 
in South Africa on Thursday while coach Mario 
Zagallo was still making his way to 
Johannesburg from the World Cup draw in 
Marseille, 


Ghanaian 
Player Dies 


hamo Quaye, who played for Ghana’s 

bronze-medal winning soccer team at 
the Barcelona Olympics, died after being 
hit in the face by a ball, Quaye, 26, died 
Sunday outside Accra, two days after the 
injury. 

His wife, Tina, was quoted as saying he 
developed a swelling on the bridge of his 
nose on the Saturday and a lump on his 
cheek Sunday. 

He was rushed to a hospital but was dead 
on arrival, A report from the clinic said the 
force of the hit to Quaye's face apparently 
caused swelling’ that blocked veins in his 
neck and cut off blood supply to the brain. 
Quaye played in Sweden last season. 


Cruyff In 
Hospital 


Feze Ajax and Barcelona coach, 
Johan Cruyff, is still under observa- 
tion a week after being admitted to hospi- 
tal, but surgery has now been ruled out, 
the Vrije Universiteit Hospital said, 

After a week of observation and investi- 
gation it seems an operation will not be nec- 
essary, the hospital said in a statement, 

‘They added that Cruyff, 50, was making 
a steady recovery from his heart complaint 
but did not say when he was expected to be 
discharged. 

Cruyff played and coached at Barcelona 
and Ajax Amsterdam and was named 
European Footballer of the Year three 
times, 


Confederations 
Cup Times 


FA president Joao Havelange on dis- 

missed complaints from Italian and 
Spanish clubs about having to release for- 
eign internationals for the Confederation 
Cup tournament in Saudi Arabia later 
this month ... 

“The Confederations Cup is an official 
FIFA competition and the dates were settled 
by the executive committee a year ago,” he 
told a news conference. 

The competition brings together the 
champions of the six confederations, plus 
world champions Brazil and hosts Saudi 
Arabia, the Asian champions. 

“There is nothing to discuss about releas- 
ing players for an official FIFA competi- 
tion,” Havelange said on the eve of the draw 
for the 1998 World Cup Finals. 

“The Brazilian confederation (CBF) have 
made a concession, They are entitled to 
their players 14 days (before an official 
competition), but they have agréed to-take 
them only seven days before.” 

Italy’s Inter Milan, AC Milan, Parma and 
AS Roma must release the likes of Ronaldo, 
Leonardo, Ze Maria and Cafu for Brazil at a 
time when they face crucial matches in the 
Teague and European club competitions. 

‘The same goes for Spain's big three with 
Atletico Madrid haying to release Juninho, 
Real Madrid's Roberto Carlos and Ze 
Roberto plus Barcelona with Rivaldo. 

Ttalian sources said the clubs were trying 
to negotiate a deal whereby their Brazilian 
internationals are not permanently based in 
Saudi Arabia throughout the December 12- 
21 tournament but fly back and forth, also 
playing for their clubs. 

‘The timing of the Cup is also bad for 
England's Aston Villa who have to do with- 
out their Australian goalkeeper Mark 
Bosnich for their Premier league visit to 
Manchester United on December 15. 


Ronaldo’s Inter are 2-0 down to 
Strasbourg of France going into the home 
leg of their UEFA Cup third round tie on 
December 9, while Roberto Carlos and Ze 
Roberto’s Real Madrid have a crucial final 
Champions’ League match at home to Porto 
the following night, 

European champions Germany turned 
down their invitation to the tournament and 
have been replaced by Euro 96 runners-up 
the Czech Republic, who failed to qualify 
for next year’s World Cup. 

‘The other countries taking part are 1995 
Copa America winners Uruguay, African 
Nations Cup holders South Africa, Gold 
Cup (CONCACAF) winners Mexico, Asian 
Cup runners-up United Arab Emirates and 
Oceania champions Australia. 


Toshack 
Condemns 
Players 


esiktas coach John Toshack launched 

a scathing attack on his players after 
the team threw away a 2-0 lead and need- 
ed a last minute equaliser to draw 3-3 
with Genclerbirligi in the Turkish Cup. 

“In my 30 years of football I have never 
seen such bad goals given away,” the 
Anatolian news agency reported the Welsh 
coach as saying. “How we managed to 
reach second in the league with this squad 1 
don’t understand. Some players have given 
up team football and are playing for them- 
selves: 

“Unfortunately, all Turkish footballers 
are emotional and for that reason they lose 
many things,” added Toshack. 

Ertugrul Saglam’s late goal saved 
Besiktas from losing the first leg of the tie 
against 14th-placed Genclerbirligi. 

Besiktas lost 2-0 to Bayern Munich in the 
Champions’ League, ending their chances 
‘of making the quarter-finals, 

Toshack, in his first season at the club, 
was involved in another controversial out- 
burst last month when he complained about 
striker Oktay Derelioglu being injured while 
on military service with the army. Club offi- 
cials later apologised to the army! 


The New 
Boss 


IFA president Joao Havelange, who 

bows out next June after 24 years in 
office, lauded both his general secretary 
Sepp Blatter and 1998 World Cup chief 
Michel Platini as potential successors. 

But Havelange, 81, stopped short of 
declaring either man as his preferred choice, 
telling a news conference on the eve of the 
draw for next year’s World Cup Finals that 
the only declared candidate so far was 
UEFA president Lennart Johansson. 

Havelange, who stands down at the end 
of his sixth four-year term on June 8, just 
before the Finals open in France, at first 
dodged questions about his potential succes- 
sor, saying the choice was for FIFA mem- 
bers, not the outgoing president. 

But asked specifically about the merits of 
Blatter and Platini, Havelange waxed lyrical 
about both men and their qualities of leader- 
ship. 

Neither Blatter nor Platini have indicated 
they would be interested in seeking election, 
though both names haye been regularly 
touted in the media as the deadline nears for 
candidates to declare themselves for one of 
the most powerful positions in world sport. 

Candidates have to register by April 7 
next year. 

Havelange also had kind words for 
Johansson, though no one could have 
expected him to make a ringing endorse- 
ment of the Swede, who had declared him- 
self a candidate well before Havelange had 
decided on whether he would stand down. 


‘The two have had several differences in 
the past on the way FIFA is run. Havelange 
called Johansson “a very respected and 
important personality in FIFA,” pointing out 
he had been appointed to head FIFA’s pow- 
erful World Cup organising committee. 

But it was faint praise compared to his 
enthusiasm for Blatter. 

“If he wanted (the job), he would be a 
great president,” Havelange said, going on 
to praise his ability to speak several lan- 
‘guages as well as his organising and leader- 
ship qualities. 

“It’s up to him to say whether he will 
stand. It’s not my problem. If he stands and 
wins, I will congratulate him. If he loses, I 
will weep with him.” 

Blatter remained silent on the subject, 
though he has repeatedly said he plans to 
stay on as general secretary if he is wanted, 

On Platini, who is co-chairman of the 
French World Cup organising committee, 
Havelange was equally effusive. 

“He has shown excellent qualities of 
work, organisation and administration, He is 
of great value and importance for France 
98,” he said. 

“If he stood as a candidate, one could 
only applaud.” 

Havelange said he had admired Platini 
since his playing days, when he set an 
example on and off the field, not just 
through his ability but also through his gen- 
tlemanly approach and respect for oppo- 
nents and the laws of the game. 

‘There are at least two other potential cen- 
didates waiting in the wings - African con- 
federation president Issa Hayatou of 
Cameroon and FIFA vice-president Chung 
Mong-Jung of South Korea. 

Peter Velappan, general secretary of the 
Asian Football Confederation, said: “A can- 
didate does not have to declare himself until 
60 days before the FIFA Congress. Right 
now we are looking very closely at the situ- 
ation and keeping our finger on the pulse, 

“Asia will field a candidate if we feel it is 
the right thing to do.” 


Berlusconi 
sentenced 


C Milan president Silvio Berlusconi, 

whose fortune helped build the most 
successful European soccer side of the 
last ten years, was sentenced to 16 
months in jail for false accounting. 

But a judge said he would not have to 
serve the term. Under Italian law, sentences 
of under two years are rarely served. 

Instead, Berlusconi, a former prime min- 
ister and one of Italy’s richest men, was. 
fined $36,000 for his part in setting up a 
secret slush fund during a company acquisi- 
tion by his Fininvest media group in 1988. 

The fine was later reduced to $6,000. 

Fininvest executive Carlo Bernasconi 
‘was sentenced to 16 months in jail but his 
sentence was suspended. Three more of 
Berlusconi's associates were found not 
guilty for false accounting. 

Berlusconi's millions helped to build one 
of the great club sides of European soccer. 

Under his presidency, Milan have won 
the Italian championship five times and the 
European Cup three times, in 1989, 1990 
and 1994, when they crushed Barcelona 4-0 
in the Final. 

They have also appeared in a further two 
European Cup finals, losing to Marseille in 
1993 and Ajax Amsterdam in 1995. 

The media magnate’s money brought 
Dutch trio Marco Van Basten, Ruud Gullit 
and Frank Rijkaard to Milan in the late 
1980s, in what many believe to be the start 
of Milan's golden era. 

When they moved on, a string of talented 
foreign stars took their places, ensuring 
Milan remained a powerful force. 

At present, Liberian George Weah, 
Dutch striker Patrick Kluivert, German 
Christian Ziege, French midfielder Marcel 
Desailly and compatriot Ibrahim Ba are all 
on Milan's books. 


‘They are striving to bounce back from 
their worst start to a league season since the 
1930s, while Italy’s center-right opposition 
bloc, spearheaded by Berlusconi's Forza 
Italia party, has just been routed in local 


elections. 
FIFA 
Membership 
For HK 


‘ong Kong, which returned to 
Chinese control after 156 years in 
‘Sune, will remain a full member of FIFA, 
general secretary Sepp Blatter said. 
“FIFA’s legal affairs committee have 
closely studied the situation and have done 
a lot of work in maintaining Hong Kong's 
status as a full member of FIFA,” he said. 
Peter Velappan, the general secretary of 
the Asian Confederation, said he was 
delighted with the outcome of negotiations 
which maintain Hong Kong's status. 
“I am very pleased,” he noted effusively: 


“We have had the full co-operation of China 
who have totally supported the continued 
membership of Hong Kong. They raised no 
objections to the idea.” 

‘Velappan said that a number of technical- 
ities still had to be resolved regarding issues 
such as voting rights and holding positions 
‘of power in the Confederation’s Executive 
Committee but that these were not expected 
to pose any problems whatsoever. 

The Hong Kong Football Association 
was formed in 1914 and was a founder 
member of the Asian Football 
Confederation in 1954. 

Their best international performance was 
finishing third in the Asian Championship 
in 1956, and although they have never 
reached the World Cup Finals they have 
reached the second round of the Asian 
Qualifying zone twice (1978 and 1986), 

They were not so successful in the quali- 
fying competition for 1998, finishing bot- 
tom of their first round qualifying group. 
behind eventual qualifiers, South Korea and 
‘Thailand. 


World Cup Qualifying Facts 


Duration: March 10, 1996 - Nov. 29, 1997 
Competing nations: 172 
Total Goals: 1,922 


Average number of goals per match: 2.99 


(Highest since 1968-69 qualifying campaign) 


Top Goalscorers: Iran 57 goals from 17 matches 


Highest score: Iran 17 Maldive Islands 0, June 2, 1997 (Record score for any World Cup 


match played 1930-1997) 


Top individual scorer: Kharim Bagheri (Iran) 19 goals 


Most goals in one match: Bagheri: 7 goals v Maldive Islands, June 2, 1997 


Overall Goals Breakdown 
First half goals: 862 

Second half goals: 1,060 

Home Team goals: 1,134 

Away team goals: 647 


Goals by Confederation 
UEFA Goals: 667 

Matches: 228 

Average: 2.93 per match 


South America: Goals: 184 


Asia: Goals: 452 
Matches: 131 
Average: 3.46 


Oceania; Goals: 85 
Matches: 22 
Average: 3.86 


Most matches played: Jamaica 20 
(Won 11, Drew 6 Lost 3) 


Results Breakdown: 
Home wins: 323 
‘Away wins: 160 
Draws: 129 

Neutral wins: 31 


Highest attendance: Iran vs. China, 
Sept. 19, 1997, Tehran, 120,000 


Spectators: Total: 15,205,401 

Overall average attendance: 23,648 

Yellow cards: Total: 2,142 (avge per 
match 3.3) 


Red cards: Total: 162 (avge per match 
03) 
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